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CLARE TORDAY 

 
YOGA CLASSES 

Ditcheat & Galhampton  
Village Halls 

 

Monday 5.30pm Galhampton hall 
Tuesday 9.00am Caryford hall 
Thursday 9.15am Ditcheat hall 

 
All classes are 1 hour £8 per session 

Please pre book via text or email 

 
07843 079 209 

claretorday@gmail.com 
www.claretordayacupuncture.com 

www.wheathillgc.co.uk 
Gateway 6 month Membership only £300*  

Green fees from £15 everyday 

Lessons available with PGA Professionals 

Fully Stocked Pro Shop 

Skytrak Custom Fitting available on 

Taylormade, Callaway, Ping and Wilson 

To enquire about more please call 01963 240667 opt 2 or 

Visit us at www.wheathillgolf.co.uk 
* T & C’s Apply 

http://www.wheathillgc.co.uk/
http://www.wheathillgolf.co.uk/
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The Fosse Trinity News is a community magazine that is delivered free to all 
households in Ditcheat, Alhampton, East Pennard and Pylle. We reserve the right 

to edit but welcome contributions from everyone in the community. 
Editorial and adverts to be received by the 10th of month preceding the issue. 
Contact: editor@fossetrinitynews.co.uk or adverts@fossetrinitynews.co.uk. 
Please refer to the Legal Declarations at the end of the magazine for an advisory 
about using copyrighted material. 

The Editor’s Letter 
 
June saw some joyous community celebrations for the 
Jubilee – people picnicked, pooches paraded, beacons 
blazed, cakes were cooked, barbeques basted, flags 
enthusiastically fluttered, performers played, and runners 
rushed (if a few rather reluctantly). Suffice it to say a 
good time was had by all and it was great to see the 
Trinitarians out in force. 
 
And that was just the start of the Summer. Plenty more 
experiences are on offer: Lamyatt presents A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream on July 2nd (P8); Alhampton has it’s fete 
on July 9th with dog shows, reptile handling, raptors and 
live music (P40) and, on the same day, you could wander 
up to visit Wraxall Vineyard and make full use of its new 
Tasting Space (P9). 
 
On July 12th the Wildlife Group invites you to join a trip 
to the Otter Nature reserve in Devon (P24) or you could 
visit Honey Hurst Farm with the Fosseway Gardening 
group (P14). So get those glad rags on and get out! 
 
Whatever your plans for the holiday season the team 
would like to wish you all a splendid time. We will be back 
in September and look forward to receiving any photos 
and copy you’d like to share. 
 
Happy holidays! 
 
       Margy Cockburn  Tim Sanders  

Front cover:  
Puss Moth, 
by Tom Passmore 
 
Please send your cover 
photos to the editor. 

mailto:editor@fossetrinitynews.co.uk
mailto:adverts@fossetrinitynews.co.uk
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Dates for your Diary 

 
 
 

Regular Events  

 Weekly Monthly  

Mon 
✓ 
✓ 
 

 
 

✓ 4th 

Pilates (9.00) 
Tai Chi for Health (11.00) 
Crafternoon (2.00) 

Michelle 07825 543414 
Richard 880308 
Sally 07929 097374 

Tue 

 

 
 

✓ 2nd 

✓ 1st, 3rd 
Last Tues 

Rendezvous (10.00) 

Ditcheat Art Group (10.00) 
Village Lunch 

Lynda 860270  
Liz & Stewart 860755 
Jessica 860205 

Wed 
✓ 
✓ 

 
 

Ditcheat Short Mat Bowls (7.00) 
Ditcheat and Pylle Singers (7.00) 

Martin 860780 
Di 07831 289945 

Thu ✓  Yoga (9.00) Clare 07843 079209 

Fri  ✓ 2nd Folk Dance Club (7.00) Ama/Peter 672911 

Sat  ✓ 2nd Men’s Breakfast Roger 860551 

     

     

July   

Sat 2nd  Shakespeare in Lamyatt P8 

Sat 9th 12.30pm Alhampton Fete, Fun Dog Show P23, 40 

Sat 9th 10.00am East Pennard Coffee Morning P12 Anna 860347 

Sat 9th 12.00pm Wine Tasting, Wraxall Vineyard  P8 

Tue 12th 10.00am Rendezvous, Jubilee Hall Lynda 860270 P18 

Tue 12th  Gardening Club Visit – Honeyhurst Jill 07772 008594 P14 

   

   

August   

Tue 9th 10.00am Rendezvous, Jubilee Hall Lynda 860270 P18 

   

Further Ahead   

Tue 13th 7.30pm Gardening Club Meetings – Pylle VH Jill 07772 008594 P14 

   

   

 
 
Please check with the organisers for the latest information. Updates 
will be notified on the magazine website www.fossetrinitynews.co.uk.  

http://www.fossetrinitynews.co.uk/
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Ditcheat Book Group 
 
The Bougainville conflict is the subject 
of this novel written in 2006 by New 
Zealand author and journalist Lloyd 
Jones. It was made into a film in 2012 
starring Hugh Laurie and new Guinean 
actress Xzannjah Matsi. 
 
As with many conflicts that occur in the 
world very few of us had registered 
that there had been a civil war, in the 
nineties, between Papua New Guinea 
‘Redskins’ and rebels fighting for 
independence. The war was largely 
ignored and forgotten by the world.  
 
Matilda is a young girl, living on the 
tropical island of Bougainville, with her 
Mother; her Father had left the island 
when she was eleven and didn’t return. 
When the war started those that were 
able to, left, including the teachers. The island was totally cut off from all news 
and supplies and the villagers relied on what they themselves were able to 
produce. The villagers were surprised that Mr Watts, a white man married to a 
local girl, Grace , did not leave with everyone else. Nobody knew much about 
them as they lived in a bungalow on the outskirts of the village and didn’t mix 
with anyone. They were an eccentric couple.  
 
One day Matilda’s Mum announced that the school had reopened and Mr Watts 
would be their teacher. The subject he would teach would be the only textbook 
he had, namely ‘Great Expectations written by the ‘greatest English writer of the 
19th century, Charles Dickens’. The children thoroughly embraced the world of 
Pip and the adventures that befell him; it was their escape from the ever 
increasing violence they were exposed to from the ‘redskins’ and the rebels.  
 
I won’t spoil the story by revealing the rest of the plot but the novel portrays 
how the simple way of life in the village is destroyed by war but alongside this 
is the larger-than-life presence of Mister Pip. It’s a lovely book; do read it!  
 

Vee Lees 
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Alhampton Weather – May 2022 
 

Is it just me or does it seem that the weather is having difficulty getting going 
this summer? May was warmer than the long term average and as the table 
below shows the weather was unexceptional for the time of the year. Technically 
speaking May is still Spring, but we saw little of the stable warm days that are a 
common feature for this time of the year. Thankfully though, we did get one of 
those good weather days for Alhampton Open Gardens helping to make it such 
a success. 
The unsettled weather that characterised the month looks set to continue 
through June. Notwithstanding all my misgivings about the reliability of long-
term forecasting it really does not look much like “heatwave” June coming up. 
Although the long range forecasts suggest a very warm period for a few days 
during the middle part of the month, for the most part we are probably in for a 
continuation of the unsettled weather. The forecast shows us remaining on the 
“wrong” side of the Jetstream for most of the month adding weight to the 
predicted changeable weather. So plenty of warm sunshine, but keep the 
umbrella handy for a few weeks yet. 

John Clarke 

 
  

May 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 

>20°C days 5 1 8 7 12 6 16 3 6 

<10°C nights 23 28 21 20 21 26 27 29 24 

High Temp °C 23.8 21.2 22.9 25.2 26.8 21.1 27.0 23.3 21.6 

Low Temp °C 3.8 2.8 1.6 4.3 1.0 1.0 -0.9 -2.1 4.4 

Rain mm 87.4 64.4 47.4 92.0 50.2 44.8 3.4 136.1 73.2 

Wet days 18 15 16 12 13 13 4 21 21 

Wind run 1595 2081 1734 2131 1706 1562 2387 2380 1414 

Sun hours        154.9 170 

Days < 0°C 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 4 0 

A selection picture from Ditcheat’s Jubilee celebration. 
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From the Archives 
 
DITCHEAT 
SCHOOL BOARD - A CLERICAL SCOOP.— TWO OLD MEMBERS RESIGN. 
— A meeting of the Ditcheat School Board was held Friday last, present Rev. 
Leir, Messrs. E. King. H. Pearce, G. Longman and R. Longman, and the clerk (Mr. 
Leversedge). The minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed, 
H.M. Inspector’s report the school for the year ending April 30th, was presented, 
it was as follows: Mixed school “Both order instruction are usual highly 
satisfactory.” Infant classes: “These classes are being well cared for”. E. M. 
Bunker, P.T., passed; Hilda T. Banks, candidate, passed. This was considered 
very satisfactory, and Mr. Norris to be congratulated on the very efficient manner 
he has conducted the school for the past year; and for the thirteen previous 
years during which he has been master. The board with much regret, learned 
that through the very ill health of Mr. Norris, it was requisite to get some other 
master, either temporary or permanent, and it was therefore decided to 
advertise for one, Some discussion occurred over the matter. Mr. Leir suggested 
that as they were pretty well Church Board with the exception of one 
Nonconformist, that they should say " Churchman preferred,” and added “I 
would suggest that all applications be sent to me, the rector.” -Mr. King said they 
should be sent to the clerk in the usual way. Mr. Pearce also said they would 
have none of that, but they should come to the clerk. Mr. Leir : Very well, then, 
I shall make proposition that all applications are sent direct to me. This was 
seconded by Mr. Geo. Longman. Mr. King ; Very well, then I shall propose an 
amendment that all applications be sent to the clerk, which I think is the proper 
course for all public matters. Mr. H. Pearce seconded. Mr. Leir then put the 
amendment which was lost, Mr G. and R. Longman voting in favour of the 
chairman’s proposition. Mr. King said under the circumstances he should at once 
resign, and notified the same to the clerk. He said was sent there to represent 
the parish, and as long as he sat on the Board he expected to have voice in all 
matters, but as Mr. Leir had now taken the matter out of their hands he might 
as well do the whole of the Board work himself, and as far as he was concerned 
he could now do it. Mr. Pearce also rose, and said thought as it was a public 
school and not Church school, they, as Board, should choose what master they 
liked, and not leave it to one individual ; he was not one of those to be lead by 
the nose, and he also notified to the clerk he should resign at once. After some 
more rather warm discussion Messrs. King and Pearce left the parson and his 
two supporters to finish framing the advertisement. 
 
Shepton Mallet Journal - Friday 12th July 1901 
Image © THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 
  

May 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 

>20°C days 5 1 8 7 12 6 16 3 6 

<10°C nights 23 28 21 20 21 26 27 29 24 

High Temp 
°C 

23.8 21.2 22.9 25.2 26.8 21.1 27.0 23.3 21.6 

Low Temp °C 3.8 2.8 1.6 4.3 1.0 1.0 -0.9 -2.1 4.4 

Rain mm 87.4 64.4 47.4 92.0 50.2 44.8 3.4 136.1 73.2 

Wet days 18 15 16 12 13 13 4 21 21 

Wind run 1595 2081 1734 2131 1706 1562 2387 2380 1413.6 

Sun hours        154.9 170 

Days < 0°C 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 4 0 
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Our New Wines have Arrived 
Our New Tasting Space - The 

View@Wraxall is Open 

 

Please come and join us, at Wraxall 
Vineyard, on 9/7/22 between 12 and 4 pm 

We’d love to share a glass of wine with 
you…… 

Show you our new tasting space and the 
new vines we’ve planted 

And share our plans for the continued 
rejuvenation your local vineyard  
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Report Of East Pennard Parish Council Annual Assembly 
Held on Thursday, 19th May 2022 in the Village Hall 7.30pm 

 
Public Participation :No speakers 
Present: Adrian Pearse, Roger Cock, Martin Dearden, Hilary Tripp (Clerk), and 
three members of the public. 
 
1. Apologies 
Paul Heal 
2. Signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office forms 
The Declaration of Acceptance of Office forms were signed by 3 councillors; Paul 
Heal would do this on his return. 
3. Appoint a Chairman 
Adrian Pearse was proposed as chairman and appointed. 
4. Minutes of last meeting 
The minutes of the last meeting were read and signed by the chairman. 
5. Financial Report 
The Income and Expenditure account together with the Receipts and Payments 
had been circulated.  
6. Adoption of Accounts 
The accounts were adopted. An internal audit will now take place and the 
accounts will be posted on the website.  
7. United Charities Report 
The accounts were circulated. The investment fund was £14,269, the Current 
Account stood at £2,552. The Parish Acre (0.68 hectares) is a property asset. 
8. Chairman’s Report 

• A relatively quiet year (apart from the shooting ground!) 
• In person meetings resumed, in church, then in hall. 
• Planning – contentious applications relating to Huxham – Lye Lane 

access and Lower Huxham Farm, and development proposals at 
Hembridge – all rejected. 

• Glastonbury Festival – June and September events not held. 
• Somerset Shooting Ground (in Pilton) – continues as a major nuisance 

to parts of parish. Little progress in resolution investigations, or MP 
involvement. 

• Donations to Hall and Churchyard maintenance of £500 each. 
• Footpaths officer – Kerry Dodd. 
• Death of 2 former councillors – Susie Dearden and Michael Rodd. 
• Election (not contested) a year early due to formation of Somerset 

Unitary Authority. 
• Thanks to Clerk, Hilary Tripp and Internal Auditor, Martin Mogg. 
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9. Appointments 
a) Clerk: The Council, with the clerk’s agreement, decided to re-appoint Hilary 
Tripp as Clerk with a raise in salary to £1,000 p/a. 
b) Internal Auditor: The Council agreed to re-appoint Martin Mogg as the Internal 
Auditor with an increase in his fee to £55. 
10. Co-option to fill Vacancy on Council 
As one seat had not been filled at the uncontested election, co-option was 
necessary. Martin Llewellyn had declared his interest to stand, after a proposal 
from Roger Cock, seconded by Martin Dearden, there was a unanimous decision 
to co-opt him to the Council. 
 

Report Of East Pennard Parish Council Meeting 
Held in the Village Hall on Thursday, 19th May 2022 at 8.00pm 

 
Public Participation – No speakers 
Present:  Adrian Pearse (Chairman), Roger Cock, Martin Dearden, Hilary Tripp 
(Clerk), and 3 members of the public 
 
1. Apologies 
Paul Heal, Martin Llewellyn 
2. Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting on 10th March 2022 were approved and signed by 
the Chairman. 
3. Matters Arising 
Shooting Ground Noise: The problem is ongoing and no progress made.  
Monitoring equipment at 2 farms in East Pennard is to be installed. Pilton Parish 
Council has now taken this matter up. 
Defibrillator: No progress made. Some discussion about the problem of there 
not being a mobile phone signal at the Village Hall. 
Jubilee Celebrations: Plans going ahead. 
Parish Footpaths: It was agreed that Kerry Dodd, the new Parish Path Liaison 
Officer (PPLO) is to be invited to a council meeting.  
4. Financial Report  
Payments for Insurance, SALC Affiliation fee, Hall hire and the Internal Audit fee 
were agreed.  
5. Planning Applications 
i) Land at Coombe Farm, Parbrook 2022/0479/FUL 
Erection of agricultural building for storage of fodder and machinery 
The applicant and an objector both spoke about this application, which is in West 
Bradley parish. 
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Decision: Leave to the Planning Officer. Concerns about road access, which is 
in the parish of East Pennard, were noted and discussed. The applicant stated 
that he is making improvements. 
ii) Travellers Rest, Fosse Way 2022/0584/FUL 
Change of use and conversion of public house, manager’s flat and guest rooms 
to 2 dwellings with associated parking 
Decision: Recommend Approval. It is an appropriate use for the building and 
has plenty of room for off-road parking. Whilst recommending approval the 
council regrets the closing of another licensed premises. 
iii) The Lodge, Little Pennard 2022/0669/FUL 
Demolition of outbuildings to be replaced by erection of single outbuilding, 
erection of a gate to existing access and associated works 
Decision: Recommend Approval. The shed is a great improvement on what is 
there. There is some concern about the effect of planting a hedge on the visibility 
splay at the access from the Ditcheat road onto the A37. 
6. Broadband Provision 
Progress is being made in the village. 
7. Village Hall 
Both the interior and the exterior works have now been done.  A donation 
request had been made from the Council of £500 for the Hall - agreed.  A coffee 
morning is to be held in July. 
8. Correspondence 
A letter had been received from Clive Millington with the suggestion of planting 
a tree on the Triangle to commemorate the jubilee. Clive Millington and Roger 
Cock were willing to do the necessary work.  A donation of £100 towards this 
project was agreed.  Martin Dearden suggested a Queen’s Jubilee plaque. 
9. Date of Next Meeting 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Thursday, 
21st July.  
 
 

SUMMER COFFEE MORNING 
 

To celebrate the EAST PENNARD VILLAGE HALL Redecoration 
 

EAST PENNARD VILLAGE HALL (BA4 6TU), (formerly The Church Room) 
 

On SATURDAY 9th July 2022, 10am - 1pm 
 

Enquiries contact:  ANNA GIFFORD: 01749 860347 
 

Coffee / Tea / Cakes / Raffle etc. 
 

Please come and Support us  
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East Pennard and District 
Royal British Legion  

 
I am pleased to report that our 2022 Annual Dinner went ahead as planned, and 
despite being pushed into it by force of circumstances as referred to in my June 
article, the new team running the restaurant at Thorners came up trumps. We 
were down somewhat on numbers compared to our usual turnout, with several 
couples having understandable reasons, but a good time was had by those 
attending. We look forward to 2023. On a similar topic, we are hoping that we 
can hold our regular quiz evening again sometime in the autumn, so keep an 
eye out for details. 
 
We often read about people or groups of people doing different things to raise 
money for charities. And sometimes the charity is the Legion. Earlier this year, a 
team of two men and two women from the Royal Army Physical Training Corps 
set a new world record by becoming the fastest mixed crew to row from the 
Canary Islands to Antigua in 40 days, 23 hours and 57 minutes. The row involved 
more than 1.5 million oar strokes during the crossing, snatching perhaps three 
hours of sleep a night, which were broken up into sessions of as little as 40 
minutes in between rowing shifts. One of the ladies on the team had experienced 
a bleed on her spine in 2013, so she was raising money for the Legion by a way 
of saying thank you for the support she received from them. 
 
I have previously mentioned that 2021 was the centenary of the Legion. In 
October last year, The Central Band of the Royal British Legion played at the 
Service of Thanksgiving for RBL 100 at Westminster Abbey, after which ITN 
asked them to record the National Anthem for the Queen’s Christmas broadcast 
as a further mark of the centenary. The Anthem is usually played by a serving 
guards’ band, so it was a real honour for the Legion and the Central Band. 
 
One of the key words that people associate with the Legion is Remembrance. 
Remembrance is taking time to appreciate the people who put service before 
self on our behalf in defence of this country. As we move further away from 
major conflicts, we lose connection with first-hand experiences and stories 
handed down. The Legion is therefore stepping in, refreshing Remembrance – 
particularly for the younger generation – to keep it going. They have been 
working with schools and youth groups to maintain traditions while finding new 
ways to make Remembrance accessible and engaging for young people. The 
traditions of wearing poppies and the Two Minute Silence are powerful and 
enduring, but the Legion must also evolve, as any forward-looking organisation 
has to do. The Legion’s free online Teaching Remembrance hub is a learning 
portal with resource suitable for Key Stages 1-5, as well as youth groups. 
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Subjects covered are art, English, geography, history and PSHE. The free online 
Teaching Remembrance learning hub is at: 
rbl.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/teaching-remembrance  
 
To finish my article this month I came across a definition of “a war”. It arose 
because a correspondent in the December 2021 Legion magazine pointed out 
that the Falklands conflict was not a war. The term “war” became so bound by 
legal technicalities that it was replaced in the 1949 Geneva Convention by the 
term “armed conflict”. Whether hostilities amounted to an “armed conflict” was 
a matter of fact. Answering questions in the House of Commons following the 
recapture of South Georgia in April 1982, Margaret Thatcher said of the 
Argentine prisoners, “I should make one point clear. These are not prisoners of 
war. A state of war does not exist between ourselves and the Argentine. They 
are prisoners, and they will be returned as soon as possible”. Every international 
lawyer in the country was immediately on the phone to Downing Street and on 
this occasion the lady was for turning! The UK was indeed involved in an 
international “armed conflict”, and the Geneva Conventions including that 
relating to prisoners of war, fully applied. Subsequently Mrs Thatcher had to 
amend her reply. 

 
 

Fosseway Gardening Club 
 

Many thanks to all those who supported the Fosseway Gardening Club’s annual 
plant sale at Harvester Yard, Ditcheat and made it a successful event. It was 
well supported despite the forecast of rain and raised just short of £375 for club 
funds. 
 
The Club’s monthly meetings resumed in February with topics including 
conservation on the Mendips, American influences on English gardening and 
learning more about David Austin Roses.  
 
Summer Garden visits replaced meetings in early May with a visit to Hillcrest at 
Curland which was greatly enjoyed. Batcombe House is planned for 14th June 
and HoneyHurst Farm for 12th July. 
 
Meetings will restart at Pylle Village Hall on Tuesday 13th September at 7.30pm. 
 
Visitors and new members are welcome to join us for the garden visits or club 
meetings. 
 
Please contact Jill on 07772 008594 for more information  
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Cha 
 
 
 
 
 
  

A. TREVENEN PASCOE 
BSc. (Hons) Ost. Med. ND. 

OSTEOPATH 
42 High Street 
Shepton Mallet 
Somerset 
BA4  5AS 
Tel. (01749) 342594 
PPP/AXA and BUPA recognised 

 
 
 
 

Levant Catering 
Specialising in Middle Eastern and Mediterranean food 

with luxury accommodation 
The Forge 

We now offer a service of either supply only or fully staffed parties 
& celebrations large and small 

Birthdays 
Anniversaries 

Weddings 
 

www.levantcatering.com 
Corner Cottage, BA4 6PY Alhampton 

01749 860314 
07779 093020 

 
tanya@levantcatering.com 

 
Support local businesses 

Thank you 
Tanya & Co 

 

Ring the Co-ordinator, Sally Greenhalgh, on 

01749 860457 
M obi le  -  07800804320  

http://www.levantcatering.com/
tel:01749860414
tel:07779093020
mailto:tanya@levantcatering.com
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A picture from East Pennard’s Jubilee celebration. 
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Mike Doyle 

Home Maintenance 
 

All types of property maintenance 

undertaken including: 
 

• Painting and Decorating 

• Kitchen and Bathroom Tiling 

• Wood/Laminate Floor Laying 

• Wooden Decking 

• Fencing 

• Insurance Quotes/Work 

Undertaken 

 

07876421255 
e-mail:mad-doyle@hotmail.co.uk 

The Old Exchange 
Church Street, 
Castle Cary 
Somerset, BA7 7EJ 

castlecary@bgw-solicitors.co.uk 
Tel: 01963 350888 
Fax: 01963 351107 

All kinds of legal advice and 
assistance available, both 
efficiently and economically. 

PHILIP SAUNDERS 
PRIVATE HIRE DRIVER 

Based in Ditcheat 
Airports and Long Distance Trips 

 
Travel in Comfort  Reliable  Prompt 

Very Competitive Rates 
Tel: 07855 588128 
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We enjoyed taking part in the Jubilee Weekend and it was good to see so many 
people having breakfast in the village hall after the FUN Run.  A special thank 
you to Marion Rodgers, who is not a member of the Rendezvous team, for 
cooking all the bacon and sausages. Also Sue Sheppard for producing a lovely 
floral display for us in the church. 

 
  

RENDEZVOUS 
Tuesday, 12th July & 9th August 

10 – 11:30 am 
Jubilee Village Hall, Ditcheat 

 

 
 

coffee, cake, stalls and pantry 
 

contact Lynda 860270 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A picture from 

Ditcheat’s Jubilee 

celebration. 
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Praying For Young People 
 
You are invited to join us as we hold a ‘Week of Prayer for Young People’ from 
3 to 9 July. Download our Prayer Guide with themes and prayer prompts for 
each day at bathandwells.org.uk/week-prayer. There will also be daily prayer 
videos on our social media channels with young people and youth leaders from 
across the region giving voice to prayers for young people and the issues they 
face growing up in the 2020s. 
 

Examining Our History 
 

Following over a year of detailed research, The Bath & Colonialism Archive 
Project, a joint initiative by Bath Abbey, Bath Record Office and Bath Preservation 
Trust, has launched a website containing information on the city’s links to the 
transatlantic slave trade.  
Guy Bridgewater, Rector of Bath Abbey said: “The Abbey is committed to striving 
for justice and the practical steps taken by the Bath & Colonialism Archive project 
enable the Abbey, the City of Bath, and the wider Church to examine our history 
with honesty and care.” 
Find out more about the project at bathandcolonialism.org. 
 

Shopping in Australia 
 

 
 
 
 

Barbers’ cheese spotted by Jean 
Heal in a supermarket cheese 
counter in Sydney, Australia. It 

obviously travels well! 
 
(Ed: We found Barber’s 1833 in a 
New Hampshire supermarket and 
a corner shop in Abu Dhabi too!) 
  

https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/news/week-of-prayer-for-young-people-.php
https://bathandcolonialism.org/
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Jubilee Weekend in Ditcheat 
 

Ditcheat experienced an action-packed weekend for the many celebrations.  
 
Events started with the traditional, nationwide lighting of a beacon on Ditcheat 
Hill organized by the PC and watched by many as the sun went down. This was 
prefaced by a Jubilee bell ringing session and a most interesting explanatory visit 
to the bell tower. Inside the church were floral displays demonstrating various 
organisations and clubs in the village. Friday was a bumper day of activities 
starting with a Village Dawdle/Walk/Run, accompanied by many children and 
sniffing dogs, followed by delicious Rendezvous refreshments in the VH. There 
was a fun dog show in the afternoon (many dogs!) following the modern practice 
of everyone should have prizes (not quite true) e.g. Waggiest Tail, Loveliest 
Eyes, Biggest Drooler etc! Those who fancied a cream tea (or had room) could 
get one. The day culminated with a superb concert and supper in the VH which 
was full to capacity. 
 
Saturday was a day of rest - Phew! 
 
Sunday started with a church service of Thanksgiving. There was a children's 
Miniature Garden Competition and Historical Display in the Church Room from 
the 1950s. This was topped by the mighty Hog Roast in the pub garden which 
was well attended over a languorous period. After hogging, suddenly the Church 
Lawns were covered by several stalls exhibiting all the usual fun games and 
competitions (cake baking, for one). Finally, for those who were still hungry or 
just wanted to continue enjoying the conviviality, teas were available in the VH. 
 
All events were well attended and the whole weekend was an example of the 
village cohering with a great sense of community and sociability. We are 
indebted to our sponsors who helped to enable this and to all those wonderful 
villagers who willingly helped to do whatever was necessary to make this such 
an occasion. I have heard say that some areas of the country had no celebration 
whatsoever and consequently missed out on that sense of community for 
whatever reason. Ditcheat and surroundings did extremely well and I think we 
all needed some cheer in our current dismal climate. The famous British weather 
managed to behave to fit in with outdoor activities and the rain did not fall till 
later on Sunday afternoon! 
 

Richard Sudworth Chairman, VH.  
 
(Ed: A selection of photographs from the Ditcheat Jubilee are shown opposite, 
many thanks for sending those in.)  
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East Pennard Jubilee Celebrations 
 

 
A crowd of over 120 residents from East Pennard and neighbouring villages 

came together on Sunday 5th June at Pennard House to celebrate the Jubilee 
with a huge bring-your-own picnic party. With a bouncy castle for the kids and 

some incredible desserts to share, it was a celebration to be remembered.   

The Mystery Bottle Stall The Beacon 

The FTN made a showing 
at the floral jubilee 

display, complete with 
crown. 
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Alhampton News 

What a good weekend we had for the Jubilee. 
It takes a lot of organisation to make things run 
so smoothly – well done and thanks all those 
who helped, to Tony and Fi Fagan for their field 
and to the Wessels who treated us to rides on 
their train.  
 
After moving to Castle Cary 
after 30 years in Alhampton, 
Doreen Butterworth was 
delighted to meet up with old 
friends as well as the new 
owners of her bungalow. She 
wanted to thank everyone for 
making her feel welcome. 
 
Going back a bit, what a wonderful afternoon 

for the open gardens. I haven’t talked so much for a long time. We sold tickets 
from 12.30 till well after 4.00. Again, there is a long list of people who made it 
possible – thank you to all of them. We had dry weather for both events– let’s 
hope our luck continues for the 
fete on 9 July. Make sure you 
come along and make it a trio 
of good Alhampton days. 
 
Have a good summer and I 
hope those travelling abroad for 
a holiday have a safe and 
trouble-free journey. 
 

Louisa Oborne  
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Harriet Sandys 
Oriental Carpets and Decorative Items from Central Asia and India 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Rugs, runners and carpets. Indian cotton nightwear, 
block printed jackets, cushions and much more! 
The Manor House Barn, West Compton BA4 4PB 

Open by appointment throughout the year 
Tel: 01749 890 582 harrietsandys@freeolamail.com 

mailto:harrietsandys@freeolamail.com
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The Wildlife Group Update 
 
What we’ve done: 
The WLG has had two very different visits in June.  
The Dawn Chorus:  
We gathered at Catcott Nature reserve, there 
were strings of mist settling on the levels 
allowing the grazing cows to appear as ghostly 
apparitions, a place of wonder and mystery. 
The changes of the plays of light and mist, at 
that time of day in May, are not ones I usually 
get to see, but were a real joy to behold. We 

heard and 
saw all the available warblers, woodland birds 
and amongst others a cuckoo. A badger walked 
up the path towards us and there was a field 
frosted with cobwebs, glistening in the dew. 
Ham Wall complement the birds with ducks, 
herons, Ibis and a Barn Owl hunting for prey. 
 
 

 
Steep Holm island: 
I can’t do justice to this exciting visit in a few words, the WLG will have my write 
up and more photos, suffice it to say it was a tremendous day out and the Lesser 
Black-backed gulls stole the show. We wore hats for many reasons! The island 

was full of 
natural 

history and 
military 

history and 
gulls. The 
boat trip to 
the island was 
great fun and 
the weather 
was perfect 
and very lucky 
as it was 
sandwiched 

between two 
wet days! 
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We have joined in a national annual event called “Love your Burial ground 
week” in Ditcheat churchyard where amateur naturalists could write down what 
they see in the churchyard and it will be documented.  

  
Meeting up:  
You are very welcome to come on a WLG visit, even if you are not a member of 
the group. Please book, as it is necessary to manage the visits. Use the contact 
details below.   

• 12th July – Otter Nature reserve & Beavers in Devon, afternoon & 
evening. (Reserve date 13th July) 

• WLG Children and Parents event – Late July early August 
 
We would like to have an event for CHILDREN AND PARENTS in the 
Summer holidays, late July early August. Please contact us if you are 
interested and we can make sure the timing is right. 
 
Contact information:  
Bridget Wadey email: thewildlifegroup@btinternet.com,  
or phone: 01749 860240.  
You can follow our activities by:  

• joining our group, it is free  
• through the Fosse Trinity News (FTN) parish magazine   
• The FTN website: www.fossetrinitynews.co.uk  

 
  

WLG Photo Competition for July: Can you give the Common or scientific 

name for this wild plant? It is a good nectar plant for Orange Tip 

butterflies. Answers by 9th July please. 
 

Photo competition 

winner in June: Paul 

has named this as 

an oil beetle, 

congratulations! To 

be precise it is a 

Violet Oil Beetle 

(Meloe violaceous). 

Thank you for the illustrations, Hilary and Jac. 

mailto:thewildlifegroup@btinternet.com
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The Natural World 
 

Whatever happened to COP 26? COP stands for conference of the parties, and 
the idea is that by meeting and discussing the state of the planet, decisions and 
promises will be made which will help safeguard the future of the planet. Some 
good did come out of it, with hybrid and ‘all electric’ vehicles becoming more 
and more commonplace. Protection of our oceans through reduction in fishing, 
reduced use of bottom trawling and areas set aside as no fishing zones, are all 
well and good, but when the bulk of our white fish is imported from Russia (yes, 
it still is) there is not much room for optimism. COP 27 will be along soon, taking 
place in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt in November of this year. Can we hope for a 
better set of results? Regardless of your political affiliations, it is an undeniable 
fact that the environment is going to take second place (at best) to preserving 
political careers, and so we can expect the most popular issues to rise to the 
top, and green issues to be placed on the back burner for a while. 
 
The tragic war in Ukraine has meant 
astronomic price rises in fossil fuel costs, with 
BBC News highlighting E10 petrol at £2.02 per 
litre in Swansea today. However, by the time 
you read this it may well have risen further, 
which goes some way to highlight the 
advantages of electrical vehicles, and energy 
from renewable sources such as wind, solar 
and wave power, suddenly making them a 
more economic prospect. Sadly, as a result of 
these price hikes India and China are both 
investing in more coal production, while the UK 
is giving serious consideration to opening up 
new oil wells in our northern waters.  
 
In the words of John Kerry, United States special presidential envoy for climate, 
‘If we carry on like this, we’re cooked’. It couldn’t be explained more simply. 

 
On a much lighter note, people remark on our garden as 
being a haven for wildlife, which it is. We have slow 
worms, great crested and common newts, frogs, 
hedgehogs, many species of bumblebees and solitary 
bees, as well as ‘my pets’ as somebody called my hives 
of honeybees. We have myriad bird species. We see 
jays, sparrow hawks, buzzards and the occasional red 
kite and raven flying over, but we explain our garden as 

Borage 
 

French geranium 
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being informal. That’s mainly because increasing age and 
other priorities have meant that we have let it go, a little. 
That does have advantages and disadvantages. We have 
collected plants which we thought were fitting of a 
freestyle garden like ours. Mexican fleabane, which 
actually is a native of Mexico, has a Latin name (Erigeron 
karvinskianus) which sounds more Eastern European. It’s 
a jolly plant with numerous flowers and I recall seeing it 
for the first time about 40 years ago in Newton Abbott – 
and acquired a cutting. Next came borage. Excellent for 
bees apparently. In truth, they love it, primarily because 
it recharges with nectar just 30 seconds after a pollinator 
has visited.  

 
Common yellow flag iris is another that seemed a 
wonderful species to have in our wildlife pond, and its 
flowers do brighten a dull day with blooms that keep 
coming during late spring and the first half of summer. 
While we’re at it, let’s get some wild geraniums. 
Cranesbill has a really cheery purple flower which graces 
roadside verges in July and August but what about a 
pink version which can be found all over Europe? 
Excellent idea!  
 
While travelling the West Country in a previous existence, I happed upon all 
sorts of plants which took my fancy. Viola Labradorica which is actually a violet, 
isn’t native to the UK either, but it is a determined plant with purple flowers and 
dark maroon to purple leaves, and we have it in profusion. Another which I did 
find growing wild in roadside banks on Dartmoor is the wild, or alpine, 
strawberry, which according to the Royal Horticultural Society were once 

widespread, but are now categorised as near 
threatened in England due to changes in countryside 
management that have led to the dramatic decline of 
wildflower meadows. It certainly isn’t endangered in 
our garden, and neither are any of the others 
mentioned, so be careful what you wish for. Our 
garden may be freestyle and admired for its 
informality, but it’s in grave danger of becoming free 
range. 

Stewart Gould  
somertonbees@btinternet.com  

Yellow flag iris 

Viola Labradorica 

Wild strawberry 

https://bsbi.org/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/England_Red_List_1.pdf
https://bsbi.org/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/England_Red_List_1.pdf
mailto:somertonbees@btinternet.com


28 
 
 
 

Gardening 
 
Let’s hope temperatures continue to rise over the next two months and we can 
benefit from bumper crops and plenty of blooms. With the rise in temperature 
brings the need to keep an eye on the watering. I am a great believer in not 
watering every day so that the plants don’t expect it and learn to survive. 
However, if we get extremes even I have to bend my rules. 
 
Although I still have my ongoing lawn problems here, the rest of the garden is 
looking really good. As mentioned in earlier issues of FTN a lot of plants 
disappeared in my long border over the winter. These have now been replaced 
with a number of perennials and masses of Larkspur, Cosmos, Gypsophila and 
Linaria ‘Peachy’. The latter is a form of the well known Linaria purpurea (purple 
toadflax) but I rather like its brazen colour. It grows quite tall and brings a bit of 
sunshine to borders. See image below. I hope this is a colour issue of FTN or 
you won’t appreciate the contrasting colours! 
 

The vegetable patch is also doing well. 
The installation of frames and netting 
has made all the difference. The 
brassicas actually have leaves rather 
than lace doilies.  
 
The carrots mentioned last month have 
been a resounding success. I shall 
definitely use this method again and 
have indeed just sown more seed for a 
second crop. (see June issue). 
 
The greenhouse is now quite empty in 
comparison to earlier months. There are 
peppers, cucumbers and aubergines in 
there, plus a second sowing of Greek 
Basil. I lost most of the first lot in my 
eagerness to get it started.  Basil really 
does not like being sown too early. Train 

cucumber stems upwards instead of trailing over the ground. Tie stems to 
vertical wires or canes. 
 
Once aubergines have 5 or 6 fruits, pinch out the growing tip. This will encourage 
the fruits to swell. Treat courgettes and squash plants in the same way to 
encourage branching. 
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All my baskets, pots and container-grown vegetables receive a seaweed feed 
once a week.  
 
If you do have any space on the vegetable plot it is time to plant for winter if 
you haven’t already done so. Broccoli, calabrese, kale and winter cauliflowers 
can all go in. 
 
In the herbaceous borders, continue to cut down perennials that have flowered.  
This could encourage a second bloom. Wisteria can be cut back. Remove the 
whippy side shoots from the main branch framework to about 20cm from the 
base (about 5 leaves from the main stem). 
 
Do trim your lavender.  When they finish flowering cut back into the green wood. 
Do not cut into the old wood or you might lose the plant.  It is important to keep 
them as compact as you can. If anyone needs replacement ‘Hidcote’ or 
‘Munstead’ I have around 150 small plants growing here, ready for sale. 
 
Hedges can have a final trim before they stop growing. 
 
This is a good time of year to cast a critical eye over your garden. Make rough 
sketches of your flower borders to help plan for next year. Take photographs 
and decide how you might want to rearrange it over the winter. It is much easier 
to do this if you have a reference point. Think about bulbs. I shall be putting my 
order in towards the end of August and hope I might be able to offer a good 
selection at Rendezvous in September and October. 
 
Talking of which, I have huge plant stock available for the next couple of months, 
including the Linaria ‘Peachy’ featured above. Please feel free to get in touch if 
you want to pop round and see what I have. 

Jane Follis T: 860850 
 
A picture from the Jubilee concert in the Jubilee Hall: 
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Pylle News 
 

Church Flowers and Cleaning 
Volunteers are needed to join the rota. For details please ring Hilary Tudsbery-
Turner on 01749 830538. Your help would be greatly appreciated. 
 

Church 
Just to remind you that our next regular service here at Pylle will be in 
September. If we are able to hold 'special' services, eg. Harvest, Pets, 
Remembrance etc, these will be advertised in the Church porch and in the FTN. 
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals will be carried out as normal. 
 
A key is always available (easily located!) for those wishing to drop in. Please 
contact Hilary T-T 01749 830538 or Alan Cary 0789 694 5936 to obtain the key. 
 

Village Hall 
The charge for booking the hall is £8.50 per hour (£7.50 per hour for 4 or more 
bookings). For more information and to book the hall please contact Sharon 
Poulton 01749 860811, 07790035977 (mobile). 
 
The magnificent Village Hall flower arrangement that was part of the Platinum 
exhibition in Ditcheat Church was greatly appreciated by all. Our thanks are due 
to Sharon, who created it. It was a display that was both neat and dynamic, 
tightly packed with red, white and blue. Well done indeed.  

A Picture from the Past 

This photograph was another seen in our exhibition of pictures and artefacts 
entitled ‘Ditcheat and Pylle – The Coronation Years’, which was part of the highly 
successful Platinum Jubilee celebrations. It was staged in the Ditcheat Church 
Room on Sunday 5th June. The exhibition, which was visited by over 100 
enthusiasts, featured fascinating photographs as well as a collection of 
magazines from the early 1950s, the Minute Book of the PCC, the School 
Managers Minute Book and many other absorbing mementos from the days 
before yesterday. 

Our picture, like last May's offering, is another photograph by Wendie Scutts of 
Ditcheat. This time we see the male bell ringers from St Thomas's Church and 
they are, reading from left to right, Joss March, Will March, unknown, Percy 
Bobbett (captain), unknown and Bert March. The March clan is clearly well 
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represented and it would be great if we could identify our two unknowns. Percy 
Bobbett's daughter Gillian featured in May's photograph of the lady ringers. 

If you have a picture from the past that we could use, please make contact. We 
would be delighted to hear from you. (tudsberyturner@tiscali.co.uk) or phone 
(830538).  

 
 
 
 
Every Jubilee celebration 
needs a Princess!  
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Minutes Of The Annual Ditcheat Parish Council Meeting Church 

Room, Thursday 19th May 2022, 7.30pm. 
 
PRESENT: Chairperson – Councillor Evans (CE) and Councillors Clarke (HC), 
James (RJ) and Adams (LA) 
IN ATTENDANCE: Miss P Griffiths – Clerk to the Council. 
Councillors present completed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  
ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON of the Parish Council for the year 2022 – 2023 
Following a proposal by HC, seconded by RJ, it was resolved by unanimous vote 
to elect Charles Evans as Chairperson. CE signed the Declaration of Acceptance.  
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRPERSON for the year 2022 – 2023. Following a 
proposal by CE seconded by HC, it was resolved by unanimous vote to elect 
Roger Hutton as Vice-Chairman.  
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Apologies for absence from Councillors Hutton (RH) 
and Hughes (LH) were received and approved.  
MINUTES - The minutes of the meeting held on 21st April 2022 were approved 
and signed.  
REVIEW OF COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP TO OTHER BODIES. 
Somerset Association of Local Councils (SALC); Somerset Playing Fields 
Association (SPFA); Community Council for Somerset and CPRE. 
RESOLVED to continue with the membership of the above organizations. 
ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO SPECIAL AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY. 
a) Highways and Road Safety – CE. 
b) Footpaths and Rights of Way – CE and RH. 
c) Playground – HC and CE. 
d) Finance and Budget (including checks of the PC Finances) – LH.  
e) Mendip District Council Strategic Plans, Housing and Planning – RH. 
f) Standing Orders - LH. 
g) Press and media - CE. 
h) Insurance - RH. 
i) Legal - LH.  
j) Climate Change and Environmental issues – RJ. 
k) Other if/as required.           
RESOLVED that subject to the agreement of absent Councillors that Councillors 
would have specific areas of responsibility as detailed above. 
CONFIRMATION OF USE OF ADOPTED POLICIES and PROCEDURES – review 
existing and approve draft policies/procedures and consider if others are 
required: 
a) Standing Orders – reviewed and amended. 
b) Financial Regulations – reviewed and amended. 
c) Code of Conduct – reviewed. 
d) F of I Act Scheme & Schedule of Charges – reviewed and amended. 
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e) Privacy Policy – reviewed. 
f) Disciplinary Procedure – reviewed. 
g) Equal Opportunities Policy – reviewed and amended. 
h) Business Continuity Plan – reviewed and amended. 
i) Complaints Procedure – reviewed. 
j) Policy for the recording of Council meetings – reviewed. 
k) Social Media Policy – reviewed. 
l) Policy on requests for charitable or other financial donations – reviewed. 
m) Policy and procedure for retention or disposal of PC records – reviewed.  
RESOLVED to confirm the use of the above policies with the amendments. The 
Clerk will circulate the revised policies. 
APPOINTMENT OF PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES TO PARISH 
ORGANISATIONS. 
Jubilee Hall committee – HC; Somerset Bus Partnership – RJ; Flood warden - 
RH. 
RESOLVED to confirm the above councillors as representatives of the PC. 
PARISH COUNCIL INSURANCE – it was noted that RH has reviewed the current 
policy and has confirmed that it remains appropriate. Following a query form the 
Clerk it was agreed the sum insured for the playground including equipment and 
safety surface of £45,569 was considered adequate. 
PLANNING -APPLICATIONS: No update had yet been received regarding the 
Parish Council Consultation on application - SCC/3854/2021, Unit 22 Evercreech 
Junction.  
FINANCE 
a) RESOLVED that the bank mandate be updated and the mandate for 

signatories to the accounts amended.  
b) RESOLVED that the Clerk be confirmed as the Responsible Financial Officer 

(RFO). 
c) RESOLVED: to appoint Longhill Accounting as the Internal Auditor for the 

year 2022 – 2023. 
d) Assets Register – was reviewed and the changes to include the recent 

purchase of a laptop were noted. 
e) Risk assessment – was reviewed; the amendments regarding the cyber risk 

following the purchase of a laptop for sole use by the PC were noted. 
f) The payment to the ICO for Data Protection fee - £35.00 will be paid by direct 

debit on 30th May 2022 - NOTED.  
g) Approval of Parish Council payments and authority to sign cheques for the 

following: Tony’s Garden Services – invoice 74 - £225.00; Insurance – 
£610.67; Somerset Association of Local Councils (SALC) for Clerk’s training - 
£30.00; QSS IT Limited for antivirus/security, Office 365, Cloud backup and 
laptop maintenance - £38.46. 
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h) The resolution that the monthly charge due to QSS IT Limited should be paid 
by Direct Debit and the mandate signed accordingly - APPROVED. 

PLAYGROUND 
Painting of the playground equipment - The Clerk reported the contractor 
appointed to do the work was unable to work at present; it was agreed to wait 
until he was able to do so. 
The hexagonal ends for the multi-play unit had not yet been delivered – the 
Clerk will get an update from the supplier.  
Any matters of report – CE reported that there was a low branch hanging over 
the large play equipment which he will trim back. CE also reported that the 
treatment to clean the safety matting surface had been applied to some effect 
but that a second coat would be required.  
HIGHWAYS - Update on items/matters for repair previously reported:  
0. Various temporary road work signs which had been left in the parish – it was 

reported that some of the signs had been removed. Agreed that all 
Councillors would inform the Clerk of any remaining signs.  

1. Road safety concerns relating to the planning application 2021/2830/HSE – 
agreed that although there had been no response from MDC as the matter 
had been reported that the matter should be considered closed. 

RESOLVED to report these matters again if required.  
Overgrown shrub obstructing the visibility of the A371 – CE reported that he had 
spoken to the landowners who apologised and confirmed that they would deal 
with the matter. 
Speed restrictions on the A37 – the Clerk reported that no response to the email 
sent expressing the Council’s concerns had not yet been received. The Clerk will 
send a follow up email.  
New matters for report to the Highways authority – potholes on West Lane and 
No Through Road in Alhampton.  
 
FOOTPATHS, BRIDLEWAYS AND RIGHTS OF WAY. 
Any matters for report – CE reported that flag stone path at the top end of 
Smiths Lane was very slippy and proposed that the path was widened slightly by 
edging the path with scalpings to allow pedestrians to use the path but avoid 
the flagstones. Agreed unanimously that CE should purchase a load of scalpings.  
CONSULTATION ON STREET NAMING – the response of the PC was confirmed 
and will be submitted by the Clerk.  
AFFORDABLE HOUSING – NETHER STOWEY: email received regarding the issue 
of a developer of a housing development has applied, under the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990, to remove delivery of affordable housing from the 
project on the basis of non-viability. RESOLVED to participate in a discussion 
forum regarding this matter.  
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RENDEZVOUS – Feedback from the May Rendezvous of matters relevant to the 
Parish Council. CE reported that comments had been made regarding the speed 
of traffic on the A37 and that it was understood that an incident had taken place 
on the A37 near the Travellers Rest pub to which a Senior Rapid Response Officer 
(SRRO) had attended and who commented on the speed of traffic coming down 
Wraxall Hill. The Clerk will email the Highways Department/Traffic Engineer 
endorsing the SRRO’s comments.  
CLERK’S REPORT AND CORRESPONDENCE. 
Reports/items for information: The Clerk reminded Councillors to ensure that 
their register of interests was completed and forwarded to MDC with a copy to 
the Clerk. The Clerk confirmed that the response to the survey from NALC 
regarding the recent election has been completed and submitted. 
ITEMS OF REPORT.  
Chairman – CE confirmed that arrangements for the bonfire were progressing 
well. Volunteer car parking and crowd marshals were needed to assist during 
the evening. Signs warning of pedestrians to be put on the road to the event. 
Members – RJ reported he had contacted the bus company to advise there were 
no timetables available at the stops in the parish or Castle Cary station. 
 

Please Check The Website And Noticeboards For Agendas/Dates. 
Members Of The Parish And Press Welcome. 

 
 

Mobile Boost Scheme  
 

Are you a business or household struggling with poor indoor mobile coverage? 
Connecting Devon and Somerset may be able to help. The Mobile Boost Scheme 
offers vouchers towards technology to upgrade indoor 4G coverage in“not-spot” 
areas.   
 
Businesses and households can apply for a voucher of up to £1200 towards the 
cost of one of a number of mobile signal booster options from a registered 
supplier. The value of the voucher will be dependent on the type of technology 
most suitable for the premises. Suppliers will be able to advise on the most 
appropriate option. Businesses and residents will be required to make a 
contribution to cover the cost of installation.  
  
For more information and to apply visit 
www.connectingdevonandsomerset.co.uk/better-connection/mobile-boost-
voucher-scheme/  

  

http://www.connectingdevonandsomerset.co.uk/better-connection/mobile-boost-voucher-scheme/
http://www.connectingdevonandsomerset.co.uk/better-connection/mobile-boost-voucher-scheme/
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W.J.TROTMAN FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
(incorporating Oswald Clarke Funeral Directors of Bruton) 

Ashdene, Cranmore, Shepton Mallet 
Somerset BA4 4QQ 

Telephone: 01749 880271 
 

A family run business for over four generations. 
Private Chapel of Rest 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans Available 

STABLE COMPUTERS 
Supply of New Computers and Accessories – all set up and 

ready for you to use… 
Broadband and Router Installation… 

PC and Internet Problems Solved… 

Virus and Spyware Removal… 
For all your computing needs telephone 

Daren on 01963 441229 

 

North Brewham, Bruton, Somerset 
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MARK CURTIS 

ROOFING & BUILDING 

www.markcurtisroofingltd.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tiling/ slating/ flat roofs/ lead work 

Loft conversions 

Listed building & restoration specialist 

General building 

 

WE OFFER A COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE FROM  

SCAFFOLDING TO BUILDING 

         
 

EVERCREECH JUNCTION 

SHEPTON MALLET 

SOMERSET 

BA4 6NA 

 

 

 

Mobile    07702 820794 

Email    mark@markcurtisroofingltd.co.uk 
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Yenstone Walling 
                                            
                                             Dry Stone Walling and Landscaping 
 

                                                    All types of stone walling undertaken. 
 

                                                          Patrick Houchen – DSWA member. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reliable, professional service from a family business. 

01963 371123 

www.yenstonewalling.co.uk 
 

  

Linda Medhurst 
Seamstress 

Bespoke curtains, cushions, 
blinds, home furnishings 
minor alterations/repairs 

Tel: 01749 831264 
Mob: 07951 638273 

Email: lamedhurst@btinternet.com 
Facebook “Sewing by Linda” 

Thomas Kenrick 
Re-pointing 

 

 

 

 

Re-Pointing Specialist.  Building Conservation.  Stone Masonry. 

0 1 7 4 9  8 3 1 5 6 8  /  0 7 7 4 6  2 1 8 0 6 2  

www.Repointing Somerset.co.uk 
z 

mailto:lamedhurst@btinternet.com
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St Mary Magdalene, Ditcheat 

 
We would welcome new members of the team! If you are interested please 
contact Jess Leach on 860205. 
 

East Pennard Church Flowers & Cleaning Rota 
 

Most of our volunteers are not church goers, but public-spirited people. 
 
Bridget, flowers and cleaning organiser: Tel. 860240. 

 
 

A selection of Ditcheat Jubilee Floral Exhibits:

 Flowers Brass 

July 3rd & 10th 
Patronal Festival 

Team 
Lin Steel 

July 17th & 24th Vee Lees “ 
July 31st & Aug 7th Jess Leach Jess Leach 

Aug 14th & 21st Susanne Disney “ 
Aug 28th & Sept 4th Sally Greenhalgh “ 

July  Jane Allen 
  Penny Kayes 
August  Carol Stuart 
  Andrew Stuart 
September Shirley Baldwin 
  Bridget Wadey 

Looking for new volunteers: 
If you can spare about 4 hours in the year to help out with arranging flowers 
and/or cleaning the church, please contact me. Bring a friend! 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJTZqLCQ_sYCFYa8FAoduWcP3Q&url=http://asianetindia.com/importance-of-roses-in-relationship/&ei=9Z23VdSKOob5UrnPvegN&bvm=bv.98717601,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNFAJJwc5qNVgJdG0xz0ytzrzWgcgg&ust=1438183282743364
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The Icing on the Cake 
 

As I write this, we have just finished four days of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
celebrations. It was a huge mix of the splendid state occasions, the more 
intimate sequences, the crowds, the local events, and in all our minds the 
diminutive figure of our monarch from the earliest days to the appearances on 
Buckingham Palace balcony. But surely no one will forget when Her Majesty 
invited Paddington Bear to tea in the royal palace! 
 
We were reminded how just a few years after the end of the Second World War, 
the nation’s spirits were lifted by first a Royal Wedding, and then the splendours 
of the Coronation, the like of which we will probably never see again. Perhaps 
we will join the ‘bicycling monarchies of northern Europe’! 
 
It was a time when rationing was still in place but lifted for the big events 
because they were thought to raise morale and the spirits of the nation which 
they certainly did. We have not emerged from a war (though one rages in 
eastern Europe at the moment), but we are still shaking off the effects of the 
pandemic, and facing huge inflation and a major cost of living crisis. I am sure 
that the Coronation did not provide an immediate solution, and nor will the 
Jubilee, but perhaps it will gladden our hearts, when we cannot even find 
holidays in warmer climes without huge travel problems; something that is little 
better when we drive a car or try to travel on a train or bus. 
 
So here we are with the summer double issue of the FTN, wondering to ourselves 
what is going to boost us before winter returns again. I do hope you manage a 
stress-free recreation during this period. Margaret is at the moment in Finland 
with her brother and family having not seen them for 4 years. Then we are 
staying with our daughters, one at a time, over the summer, so internal journeys 
– which may or may not be easy! 
 
Meanwhile we give thanks for our homes and friends, and for the pleasure of 
living in the lovely county of Somerset. I have just seen another repeat of an 
‘Escape to the country’ which featured a couple seeking to buy a property here 
– they were successful – and I thought again how wonderful and varied our 
surroundings. 
 
Then whether we visit frequently (or infrequently) we have in our midst those 
glorious medieval church buildings which remind us of centuries of Christian 
worship, and still offering up prayer and worship for one another, and the 
villages, and the world beyond. 
 
Best wishes for a peaceful summer, 

Graham  



43 
 
 
 

Church Services for July 
 
Sunday 3rd  St Mary Magdalene 
10:00am Patronal Festival with Holy Communion at Ditcheat 
 
Sunday 10th  4th Sunday after Trinity 
10:00am Holy Communion at Alhampton 
 

Sunday 17th  5th Sunday after Trinity 
10:00am Holy Communion at East Pennard 
 
Sunday 24th  6th Sunday after Trinity 
10:00am Zoom Service * 
 
Sunday 31st  7th Sunday after Trinity 
10:00am Holy Communion at Ditcheat  
 
 

Church Services for August 
 
Sunday 7th  8th Sunday after Trinity 
10:00am Holy Communion at Ditcheat  
 
Sunday 14th  9th Sunday after Trinity 
10:00am Holy Communion at Alhampton 
 
Sunday 21st

  10th Sunday after Trinity 
10:00am Holy Communion at East Pennard 
 
Sunday 28th  11th Sunday after Trinity 
10:00am Zoom Service * 
 
FOR ACCESS CODES FOR ZOOM SERVICES, PLEASE CONTACT CHURCH 
WARDENS 
  

Benefice Prayer Pyramid 
The Prayer Pyramid is a small group of people within the benefice who will 
receive prayer requests for people in need of any kind. The requests remain 
confidential within this small group. 

 

Lynne Hughes 860654 and Jessica Leach 860205 (Ditcheat Church wardens) 
have agreed to receive prayer requests. 
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Who's  Who  ?   
 

 

FOSSE TRINITY BENEFICE   
Interim Minister Canon Graham Hendy 677003 
Associate Priest Revd Jayne Buckles 860802 
Reader Emeritus Jean Halford 860422 
Fosse Trinity Advisory Committee Jean Heal 860452 
Fosse Trinity News Editor Margy Cockburn 860611 
Fosse Trinity News Advertising Geoff Broome 860270 
Fosse Trinity News Distribution Tony Fagan 860377 
Mothers' Union Yvonne Stokes 01458 851480 
Safeguarding Officer Hilary Tudsbery-Turner 830538 
Children's Society -  
Royal British Legion Secretary Charles Evans 860336 
   
ALHAMPTON   
Chapel Warden Ditcheat Churchwardens  
Neighbourhood Watch Lynne Hughes 860654 
FTN Correspondent Louisa Oborne 860252 
   
EAST PENNARD   
Bells - Tower Captain Andrew Stuart 860587 

Church Wardens { 
Jean Heal 
Robert Wadey 

860452 
860240 

Church Council Secretary Carol Stuart 860587 
Village Hall (Old Church Room) Hire Anthea Darby 01458 850240 
Parish Council Chairman Adrian Pearse 890216 
United Charities Chairman Adrian Pearse 890216 
Verger  David Stokes 01458 834486 
    
PYLLE   
Bells - Tower Captain Joe King 890357 

Church Wardens { 
Hilary Tudsbery-Turner 
Carolyn Fussell 

830538 
830120 

Church Council Secretary Stephen Tudsbery-Turner 830538 
Ladies Working Party (Chairman) -  
FTN Correspondent Stephen Tudsbery-Turner 830538 

Village Hall hire and keys Sharon Poulton 
860811 

07790 035977 
Email contacts are on page 46 
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A copy of the FTN, plus updates on village 

activities, local support etc. are available at: 

www.fossetrinitynews.co.uk 

DITCHEAT   
Art Group Liz & Stewart Gould 860755 
Badminton Club Secretary James Bairstow 860355 
Bees – Swarms Stewart Gould 860755 
Bells - Tower Captain Roger Yeoman 860304 
The Other Book Club Gill Wetherall 860562 
Church Room Hire Pat Dando 860448 

Church Wardens { 
Susanne Disney 
Jessica Leach 

860848 
860205 

Community Car Service (ADEPPTS) Sally Greenhalgh 860457 
Country Dancing  Ama Bolton 672911 
Ditcheat Big Screen / Moviola TBA  
Ditcheat School Michelle Heap 860329 
Friends of Ditcheat School (FODS) Helen Russell 860329 
Fosseway Garden Club Barbara Cary 860438 
Jubilee Hall Chair Richard Sudworth 860622 
Jubilee Hall Hire  Anne Robson 860444 
Jubilee Hall Website TBA  
Mendip District Councillor John Greenhalgh 860457 
Neighbourhood Watch  Jim Dando 860448 
Parish Council Chairman Charles Evans 860336 
Rendezvous Lynda Broom 860270 
Short Mat Bowls Martin Edgar 07486 437624 
Village Lunch Jessica Leach 860205 
Wildlife Group Bridget Wadey 860240 
   
GENERAL   
Community Police Guy Dury 101 
   

 
 

Please help us keep this information up-to-date. 
Email editor@fossetrinitynews.co.uk with any changes. 
 
 
 
  

http://www.fossetrinitynews.co.uk/
mailto:editor@fossetrinitynews.co.uk
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Index of Advertisers 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who's  Who  ? Email addresses 

Fosse Trinity News Editor editor@fossetrinitynews.co.uk 
Fosse Trinity News Advertising adverts@fossetrinitynews.co.uk 
Fosse Trinity News Distribution distrib@fossetrinitynews.co.uk 
  
Ditcheat Parish Council ditcheatparishcouncil.org.uk 
Ditcheat Village Hall ditcheatvillagehall.org.uk 
Community Police guy.dury@avonandsomerset.police.uk 

Legal Declarations 
The opinions, beliefs and viewpoints expressed by the various authors and contributors to this 
magazine do not necessarily reflect the opinions, beliefs and viewpoints of the Fosse Trinity Benefice 
Parochial Church Councils, their officers or the FTN Editorial Team and no responsibility can be taken 
for the information given or views expressed in this magazine. In particular, no liability is accepted in 
relation to the contents of any third-party advertisement. 
 
Contributors and advertisers must not include content unless they are certain it is copyright free or 
they have obtained permission from the copyright owner. The editors are unable to check content for 
this purpose and may seek redress if copyrighted material is included and resulting claims are made 
against the FTN by or on behalf of rights owners. 
 
The FTN Privacy Policy may be found on the FTN website (http://www.fossetrinitynews.co.uk/) and is 
also available from the editor on request. 
 
The FTN website is archived by the British Library every six months and added to the UK Web Archive 
(https://www.webarchive.org.uk/). This will ensure that the magazine will be digitally preserved for 
future generations. The British Library assumes no rights to content in archived websites and original 
rights’ holders retain 100% of their copyright; there is also a ‘notice and take down’ policy whereby 
content can be removed if requested. 

http://www.fossetrinitynews.co.uk/
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