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ADEPPIS

Alhampton, Ditchest, East Pennard and Pyffe Tranipon Scheme

PROBLEMS WITH TRANSPORT?
[Medical Appointments, Shopping, Social etc)
Probably we can help

Ring the Co-ordinator, Joyce Marsh, on
01749 860493
Mobile — 07939 432270

HELEN BUSHROD

LOOSE COVERS,
CURTAINS, CUSHIONS, etc.
Made to your requirements

FREE ESTIMATES
Tel: 01749 860546

DD JOBJS

FORALL
THOSE JOBS
YOU NEVER

GET
AROUND TO
DOING:

e

GENERAL FIOUSEHOLD |
| & GARDEN
MAINTEMANCE
ine, HEDGE TRIMMING
& LAWN MOWING
FENCING, WELDING
REMOVALS
& DELIVERIES
(TRANEIT VAN)

e — —

DON'T DELAY, - RING TODAY

{ ALISTAIR GILLARD - (01749) 347331
Maobile — 07977 (54016

e-mail- alligjaararew.freeserve.co. ik

THE HIRE SHED

Higher Farm,
Sutton, Nr Ditcheat,
Shepton Mallet, Somerset
BA4 6QF

Opening hours
Mon-Sat: 7.30am to 6.30pm

For
Tool Hire
&
Repairs.

Tel 01749 860199: Mobile 0777163222
How To Find Us
Turn off the A371 Castle Cary to Shepton Mallet roa
between Moff Motors and The Brook House Inn, an
then take the first turning left to Sutton. Follow this
road until you see our signs on the right, and then tJ
right.
Hope to see you soon!

Travellers Rest

Stone, East Pennard (on the A37
01749 860069

OPEN ALL DAY

from 12.00 noon

Traditional pub food
Tea / Coffee
Sunday Roast
Quiz Nights/Skittles/Pool/Darts
B & B en-suite rooms

www.travellersrest.org.uk
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Letter from the editors

Been at the books again; this time the leather -bound family
recipe book, started in 1901, in which my great -great-
grandmot her has penned a Frmec
upo6. I'n brief, it invol ves b
covering with the juice of 12 lemons and leaving for nine days
until covered in mould. Picking out the bits of shell, adding
demerara sugar, even half a
sound particularly appealing, and current medical knowledge
suggests no reason why it should be particularly efficacious
so, dear readers, those of you needing a boost could perhaps
eschew the drugs (well, nine
yourself instead into the myriad delights on offer in the
Benefice this month.

There are several calls for singers i both talented and simply
enthusiastic (pages 8,34,37) and outings that promise fun
and generate funds for various local good causes. Happy
Landings Dog Show (p38) and a Family Fun Afternoon at
Castle Cary Rugby Club for Hedthworks (p36). You can catch
up on a bit of culture with Ditcheat Big Screen showing the
Har dy classic, 6Far f r (p2W) (ioh
scything but some very passable sheep-dipping from Matthias
Schoenaerts), and local artists, Paul and Kate, are hosting a
free exhibition at Wheathill Golf Club (p7). Pylle has its annual
Harvest Supper (pl2) and, if you would care to join the
September Wildlife Groupbs wc
is to know about wildflower management (p49).

A happy month to all!

Margy Cockburn Gerry Lees
www.fossetrinitynews.co.uk

The Fosse Trinity News
donations. It is delivered FREE to every household in Ditcheat, Alhampton, East Pennard and
Pylle. We welcome any contribution from anyone in the community of any age!

th
Send copy by 1.5 of each month
or to The Editors, 1 Folly Drive, Ditcheat, BA4 6QH

For enquiries about advertising in the magazine, please contact

John 01749 860457 or email adverts@fossetrinitynews.co.uk

is a community magazine. It is financed by advertising and

The editors reserve the right to edit.

to editor@fossetrinitynews.co.uk

Closing date 10" of each month




Dates for your Diary

new entries are shaded

Every Week
Pilates (9.00) Diana 860224
Mon . Tai Chifor Health(lO.SO) Ellie 345222
Ditcheat Badminton Club (8.00) James 860355
Singing for the Terrified (7.00) Gill 830110
Tue Art Group i Fortnightly (10.00) Liz & Stewart 860755
Wed D_itcheat Badminton Club (2.00) Jam(_es 860355
Ditcheat Short Mat Bowls (7.00) Martin 860780
Thu Keep Fit (9.15) Diana 860224
September 2015
Thu 3" 8.15 The Alhamptonians Louisa 860252
Sat 5" 12.00 Ditcheat Parish Show Jo 860898
Sun 6" 3.30 Counsellorg;)cl)llsﬁg\g gﬂjsﬂernoon'f P36
Tue 8" 10.00 Rendezvousi Jubilee Hall Diana 860224
Tue 8" 8.00 Royal British Legioni Char | i e d: Jon 850241
Wed 9" Pylle LWPi tea with Marie Hyman Joanna 838757
Thu 10" 2.30 MU at Baltonsborough Church Room Yvonne 851480
Fri 11" 7.30 Folk Dancingi Jubilee Hall Deirdre 860594
Sun 13" 11.00 Pylle Harvest Festival Joanna 838757
Sun 13" 11.00 Happy Landings Dog Show & Fun Day 860350
Mon 14" 7.30 Pylle Harvest Supper Joanna 838757
Thu 17 7.30 Ditche;tfig rScre;anrpr(t)esrtla;ntst'l' #u:ileeMHaall Anne 860444
Sat 19" 9.00 Exhibition @ Wheathill Golf Club See page 9
Fri 25™ 2.30 U3A AGM Caryford Hall
Sun 27" Glastonbury Festival Fun Ride V. Jones 831276
Tue 29" 12.30 Ditcheat Village Lunchi Jubilee Hall Jessica 860205
October 2015
Sat 39 7.00 East Pennard Harvest Supper, Coffee Den  Audrey 860317
Sat 3% 11.00 Somerset Art Week (3-18)
Thu 1% 8.15 The Alhamptonians Louisa 860252
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Fri 9" 7.30 Folk Dancingi Jubilee Hall

Deirdre 860594

Tue 13" 10.00 Rendezvousi Jubilee Hall

Diana 860224

Ditcheat Big Screenpresentsi Jubilee Hall

Thu 15™ 7.30 S Woman in Gol ( Annes604dd
Sun 18" 7.00 RBL quiz eveningi Coffee Den Jon 850241
Sat 24" Pylle Singers concerti Jubilee Hall Hilary 830538
Sun 25" CLOCKS GO BACK 1 HOUR
Tue 27" 12.30  Ditcheat Village Lunch i Jubilee Hall Jessica 860205
November 2015
Thu 5™ 8.15 The Alhamptonians Louisa 860252
Sun 8" 12.00 Pylle Winter Warmer Lunch @ Village Hall Joanna 838757
Tue 10™ 10.00 Rendezvousi Jubilee Hall Diana 860224
Remembrance Paradei Ditcheat Jon 850241
Fri 14™ 7.30 Folk Dancingi Jubilee Hall Deirdre 860594
Thu 19" 7.30 Ditch~eat Big Screenpresentsi Jubilee Hall Anne 860444
AThe Second Best
Sat 28" 6.00 Ditcheat Big Sc%e?ipr(ralsgnés: iulbilleeaHgl\ Anne 860444
Tue 24" 12.30  Ditcheat Village Lunchi Jubilee Hall Jessica 860205
December 2015
Thu 3" 8.15 The Alhamptonians Louisa 860252
Eri 41 Ditcheat I;Iaé/(;rsnTthe:t:e t;/viltjhrS;ppe_lr_ X Gaye 860081
Sat 5 Ditcheat I;I%/t;rsnTthe:t:e t\)/viltjhrSl;ppe_lr_ X Gaye 860081
Tue 8" 10.00 Rendezvousi Jubilee Hall Diana 860224
Fri 11" 7.30 Folk Dancingi Jubilee Hall Deirdre 860594
Thu 10" 6.30 Christmas Bingo’i Jubilee Hall Sally 860666
Sat 12" 7.00 Christmas Balli Jubilee Hall Jo 860898
Sun 13" Wincanton Choral Soc. Concert John 351916

Ditcheat Christmas Village Lunchi

th
Tue 157 12.00 Jubilee Hall

Jessica 860205

Fri 18" Pylle Carol Service

Joanna 838757




East Pennard News

EAST PENNARD CHURCH

FLOWERS & CLEANING ROTA

September Jean Heal

Val Green
October Yonnis Gregory
Ruth Gregory
November Bumble Montgomery
Bridget Wadey

Shirley Baldwin

Liz Meadows is retiring from the team, a big thank you to Liz for all of her 16
years of help on the Flowers and Cleaning team.

Are you under 55 years old and live in East Pennard Parish?

Then this is addressed to you.

For only 4 hours a year you could make a big difference by joining the
Flowers and Cleaning team, it can help you make new friends and is a
genuine community service helping to keep our beautiful Church in good
shape. No need to be a Church goer, the majority of our team are just public
spirited people helping out.

If you are interested in joining then...
Contact Bridget Wadey: Tel: 860240

A mother asked her son, as they waited for the bus, to tell the driver
{g’ he was four years old. That way he would ride for free. So as they got

into the bus, and the driver asked Jimmy how old he was, the little boy

replied solemnly: "I am four years old."

"And do you know when will you be five years old?" asked the smiling

driver.
AOh yes, thatos édédsusih mepbioed aisminy
bus. 0

~~ Mother to young daughter after first
o did t hey teach you today?od
Daughter: A Not much. | 6ve got to go back


http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJTZqLCQ_sYCFYa8FAoduWcP3Q&url=http://asianetindia.com/importance-of-roses-in-relationship/&ei=9Z23VdSKOob5UrnPvegN&bvm=bv.98717601,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNFAJJwc5qNVgJdG0xz0ytzrzWgcgg&ust=1438183282743364

Alhampton News

First of all news of the pub. Things have been a bit erratic in the first few
weeks as refurbishments are ongoing (including the kitchen) and staff are
found. Hopefully, by the time you read this, things will have settled down
and times become more regular.

The normal opening times for the moment are from 4.00 p.m. every d ay and
from 12 noon on Sundays. If the magazine is delivered as early as it was last
month there will also be time to catch a special August Bank Holiday event

when the pub will be open with food on offer .

Alhamptonians will definitely be held as usual on the first Thursday 1 this

month that is September 3rd - when we will hopefully have a presentation to
the Air Ambulance of the cheque for money raised at the fete. Don't feel that
you can't come if you had nothing to do with the fete - everyone is welcome.

My apologies for us not meeting in August. Because we were unsure of times
and several regulars were away, we decided not to meet - in the event the
pub was open but it was too late to change by then.

It's been a quiet month for news (that | know about anyway) though | have
noticed a lot of young people around and assume that several of you have
been lucky enough to be like us and had grandchildren to stay. | can
recommend the Lego exhibition at the Museum of Somerset in Taunton, open
till the beginning of October (endorsed by my nine -year old grandson) and
also Barrington Pottery at Barrington Court which held dlay with Claydtimes
during the summer holiday. Too late for this year but | imagine they will
repeat the exercise in the future so something to look out for. 1 don't know
about the rest of you but it is not the physic al effort of looking after them but
the mental effort of keeping up! Well worth it though!

Exhibition by local artists

Local artists, Paul Russell and Kate Clements, from Alhampton are exhibiting
some of their paintings at Wheathill Golf Club on September 19th and 20th.
There will be a wide range of their work, including some very recent works
not exhibited before. There will be coffee and home -made cakes etc.
available in the very friendly clubhouse bar where the exhibition will be

held. Opening times, 9am till 5pm, entry is free. Please do come along and
have a look.
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Ditcheat and Pylle Singers present

An Inaugural Choral Concert

Saturday 24" October 7.30pm

Doors open 7pm
Ditcheat Jubilee Hall BA4 6RB

g

Ticket price £9 to include Finger Food
Please bring your own drinks (BYOB)

Please buy tickets in advance from
Hamish Miln 01749 838757 himiln@tiscali.co.uk
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VINEYARD OPEN DAY

INVITATION TO WINE TASTING
AT WRAXALL VINEYARD
SUNDAY 27" SEPTEMBER

NOONi 5 PM

ON THE DAY WE WILL BE SUPPORTING
THE CHI LDRENG6S HOSPI CE
CHARITY.

COME AND TASTE OUR 2013 AND 2014 STILL
AND SPARKLING WINES.

WE WILL BE DONATING 10% OF OUR SALES
TO THE CHARITY.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMINGYOU
TO THE VINEYARD

01749 860 331

www.wraxallvineyard.c.uk
jackybrayton@wraxallvineyard.co.uk



http://www.wraxallvineyard.c.uk/
mailto:jackybrayton@wraxallvineyard.co.uk

Event floristry 1 to give your celebration the style you
want. For weddings, parties, remembering a life lived, or
any occasion you want to make extra special.

Flexible support i for large-scale events where you
want to involve friends/family but need some help with
design ideas, what to order and putting it all together.

F!.m with Flovyers i your ghance to get creative. Add - -

o s bmeas” * MiargyCockburnFlowers

Email: info@margycockburnflowers.co.uk natural transformations

Phone: 01749 860611 Mobile 07737 447720 www.margycockburnflowers.co.uk

Catherine Lewin BA (Hons omestic *=H
Professional Will W S

- Electrician
Fully Qualified - Part P - PAT testing

WILLS

LASTING POWERS OF Fault finding - Consumer unit upgrade
ATTORNEY Complete rewires to lighting alterations
T 01749 830297 Home Vis Ple Tan Lester §
M 07770 44262 Free Quote e e Q1749 STES.
E catherinelewin12 @gmail.com janO5@tiscali co.uk

STABLE COMPUTERS
Supply of New Computers and Accessories
PC and Internet Problems Solved ﬂ
Broadband and Router Installation -~
Virus and Spyware Removal &\"
For Help & Advice Telephone (:-.“‘7 v

Daren on 01963 441229

WILLIAM LATTA
TIMBER FRAMES

Houses, Extensions, Garages & Roofs
01749 860632 / 07990 581936
info@williamlatta.co.uk
www.williamlatta.co.uk
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PYLLE NEWS

Church Flowers and cleaning
September Hilary Hiscox
October Phyllis Hamblin

We are short of church cleaners, if you can help please contact one of the
church wardens. If the church is locked please contact the church wardens
Teresa 831419, Hilary 830538, Carolyn Fussell 830120, or Alan Cary
07896945936 to obtain a key.

Pylle Dates

9" September LWP tea with Marie Hyman (changed from 2™ Sept)
13" September Harvest Festival 11am

14" September Harvest Supper 6.45 for 7.30

8" November Winter Warmer Lunch Pylle Village Hall 12 noon
18™ December Carol Service Pylle Church

Ladies Working Party - Joanna Miln 838757

9 of us enjoyed a very tasty lunch at Otters nursery in early August. It was
lovely to have a change of scene and we all enjoyed the meals we had. Marie
Hyman has very kindly asked us for tea at her new house in Sparkford for our
next meeting on 9" September . Lifts will be arranged in advance for all
that can come. Please note that the date has changed from 2™ to 9" Sept.
We will be discussing the last minute arrangements for the Harvest Supper.

Ditcheat and Pylle Singers 1 Ditcheat Church Rooms Wednesdays 7 -
9pm and Pylle Village Hall Mond  ays 7 -9 pm Hilary 01749 830538

From their start some 2 years ago the Ditcheat and Pylle Singers have
doubled their numbers and performed at church services, weddings and
village fetes. Our leader, Di, now feels that we have rehearsed sufficient
material to plan our inaugural concert. Our aim will be to entertain our
guests and to stretch ourselves a little beyond our comfort zone. We would
like to raise some funds to purchase additional music in order to expand our
repertoire in order to entertain you wi th different songs next year. The
concert will be in the Ditcheat Jubilee Hall on Saturday 24 October . Doors
open 7pm for a 7.30pm  start. Tickets cost £9 and can be obtained from
Hamish Miln 01749 838757 . The details are on the flyer published in this
edition of the magazine. We are limited to 100 tickets so book early to avoid
disappointment!
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Pylle Harvest Supper

The harvest supper will take place in the village hall on Monday 14 ™
September , (doors open 6.45pm - supper at 7.30pm) the cost will be £7.50.
Please buy your tickets in advance from Joanna Miln 01749 838757 or Wendy
Billing 830046. We would be very grateful for fresh fruit and vegetables to
decorate the church. Please leave themin the church porch. We will be
decorating the church at 2pm on Saturday 12" September; if you would like
to join us then we would be delighted to see you . We would also be

grateful for jams, chutneys, vegetables and other produce for the

auction , prize s for the raffle  and help on the night

Pylle Harvest Supper
Pylle Village Hall

Monday 14 ™ September 7.30
Doors open at 6.45
Hot supper
£7.50

- v ™ 1;‘ ,q' -
Tickets from: Wendy Billing 830046 and Joanna Miln 838757
Any special dietary requirements: Jo 838757

12
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Village Hall Floor Update

Work has started on the village hall floor and as expected removing the old
floor boards revealed some very rotten joists, which have all had to be
replaced rather than repaired. The building work is underway as | type, and
the plumber is also on site adding additional radiators. We have raised close
to £3000 so far towards the costs, but still need to find another £9000. We
are hugely grateful to Rendezvous for suggesting we should run the August
raffle to raise money for the floor. Thank you to everyb ody who bought a
ticket. We reached a great total of £73 on the day. If you are planning to
help us by buying floorboards at £10 a board please contact:

Stephen Tudsbury-Turner i 830538; Jay Smith i 838885; Joanna Milni 838757
To hire the hall : £7.50 per hour - £6.50 per hour for more than 4 regular
bookings. More information and hall bookings contact Joanna Miln 838757

Winter Warmer Lunch Sunday 8 ™ November

We will be holding our winter lunch this year on Sunday 8" November in Pylle

village hall. The sharper eyed among you will have noticed that it is
Remembrance Sunday so why not come on :
fallen at the church and join us for lunch. There will be more information

about the menus nearer the time, but for now pu t the date in your diary.

Somerset Art Weeks Festival - Venue 64

Four of us from Pylle and Ditcheat will be taking part in Somerset Art Weeks
again this year in Pylle Village Hall . Jane Evans (Pottery), Angela Morley
(Willow sculpture) Joanna Miln (Artist), Miriam Sheppard (Artist) will be joined
by Paul Boak (Turned and Carved Wood) and Ann Warren (Artist). The
exhibition runs from 3™ i 18" October daily from 11am to 6pm. We will be
serving real coffee, homemade cakes and light lunches daily. More details
can be found in the SAW guide. Please feel free to join us for our opening
evening on Friday 2" October 6-8pm.

13



Somerset Art W eeks in Pylle Village Hall
31 18™ October 2015 11am-6pm Venue 64

Pylle Painters Plus: Movement in Nature

Paul Boak: Unique turned and carved wood

Jane Evans: Domestic and decorative ware. White stoneware and porcelain
Joanna Miln: Pastel animal Paintings. Pet portrait commissions taken
Angela Morley: Weaves natural, functional and abstract willow forms
Miriam Sheppard: Oil landscapes and graphite drawings

Ann Warren: Bold paintings. Limited pallet, exploring light and shade
Willow sculptures, pottery, turned wood, original paintings, prints, and cards
with prices from £2 to £800. Real coffee, homemade cakes, light lunches
daily.

Pylle Village Hall, Pylle Lane Pylle, BA4 6SP

For more information Joanna Miln838757

Mozvetnent

In Wil
Fottery

Nature Fainting

Woad Thraing
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3TUDIO 13

Studie 13, The Triongle, Costie Lary, 84/ F8D

Website: studiol3-onlinecouk phone 01963 352050

HIGH QUALITY
PICTURE FRAOTING
& GALLERY
OVER 35 YEARS TAPESTRIES
EXPERTENCE STRETCHED

BRY MOUNTING MIRRORS
A LAMINATIMNG
PECTURE
SLASS QUT RESTORATION
CONSERVATION ’
FRAMTNG
WATCHES &
BATTERTES

THIS SPACE TO LET!
for just £7.50 per month

email:-
adverts@fossetrinitynews.co.uk

or

01749 860067
60mm X 93mm

ovencor?; r.:’.\

Domestc and Commertial Cven Cleaning

Your local, independent
oven cleaning service,
based in Castle Cary.

01963 350215

www.ovencor.co.uk

Enmail: contacti@ ovencor.co.uk

Charlotte Clements

Child, Adolescent and Adult
Counsellor and Psychotherapist
MA, PgDip, BSc

Based at

Kilver Court, Shepton Mallet,
BA4 5NF

For further information see

www.charlotteclements.co.uk

or contact me in complete confidence

07887 428 649
charlotte@charlotteclements.co.uk
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Est 1983

N E _ IViotors:

MOTS - Servicing - Repairs
Diagnostics - Classic Car Tuning

=RAGID [
© 01749 830132 or 830833

i wwwww.nemotfors.co.u
Fossewaoy Garoge Pylle Shepton Mollet Somersaet BA4 &6TA

W.J.TROTMAN FUNERAL DIRECTORS

(incorporating Oswald Clarke Funeral Directors of Bruton)

Ashdene, Cranmore, Shepton Mallet
Somerset BA4 4QQ
Telephone: 01749 880271

Private Chapel of Rest
PrePaid Funeral Plans Available

M. PARSONS || f‘?a* |~
& SON (Tech || "+ ¥’
Cert Arb-A) L "'-If} 'y ianist/Keyboard Player

Music tuition in the

comfort of your own home.
{8\ Music for all occasions
J b, - Tel 01749 831250

Z 07748 302533

Alisonpianist.co.uk

Professional Tree
Surgeons & Log
Merchants
eAll Aspects of tree Work
eHardwood Log sales
e#Woodchip mulch sales

JAFIES

prlurmk IRANECAEL

Tel Wells 01749 679255 ~ All Plumbing work carried out
Mob: 07711903944 ~ Complete bathroom and
Log Hotline: 07788542519 kitchen installations

~ Home improvements
Free Quotations No VAT
Tel: 07884434625 01963 441099
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NATURAL WORLD

You donot hear a
ages, and then two come along
together. Last month | mentioned that
we had heard these wonderful birds on
most days of our holiday in the Loire
Valley and went on to tell you just how
rare they are here in the UK, with ju st
10 pairs nesting in East Anglia each
year. Those that do are migratory and
have spent the winter in sub Saharan
Africa. In order to get to East Anglia
they have to cross the English Channel,
and one of the best places to do that is
Dorset. Then they travel across country.
Most Spring and late Summer sightings
in such places are of these glorious
birds passing through. How come it is so difficult to see a bird as brightly
coloured as this, when it is between a starling and a jackdaw in size? They
may be brightly coloured, but they spend most of their time high in the
treetops.

Imagine my surprise then, when | received an email from Stephen Wessell,
who lives in Alhampton, to say that he is very familiar with these birds, as he
and his wife Jinny hear them regularly in the Tarn region of France. BUT they
had heard one recently in Alhampton. | must be honest and say that | treated
the news with some scepticism, given their rarity, but then Jinny sent me a
recording of the bird, and there was no mistaking it. They had recorded a
golden oriole and put Alhampton firmly on the bird watching map.

As we draw toward the end of the summer (what summer?) things are
changing fast and recently large congregations of house martins were making
their final decision about heading southwards. As we enter the season of
mists and mellow fruitfulness, the bees have nearly completed their gathering
of nectar, today we will extract what they have given us, leaving only the two
hives on Exmoor to be filled with heather honey. Alth ough the year has been
patchy weather wise, some trees are groaning under the weight of their fruit.
We have a plum tree with two branches broken by their load, yet other fruits
seem sparse. Although the nights are cooler and longer now there are still
some wonderful sights to see. This little fellow, measuring about % inch
across, was struggling to get out of our bath. What drew me to it was a slight
reddish colouring, so | took this photograph, but then | had to find out what

17

Gol



it was, and | had no clue, nor could I find it on the web

(pun intended). | did discover that the British Arachnid
Society will identify any spider, if you send them a
picture, and | can now tell you that t his is the 'spitting
spider' scytodes thoracicg which squirts a sticky
substance onto its prey from the chelicerae in an
oscillating movement. It is quite a local spider, confined
to indoors.

If you are walking through reasonably long grass at present there will be lots
of grasshoppers joining you, and they are mostly the green coloured meadow
grasshopper or the brown coloured field grasshopper. Sadly, we only have
seven common species in Britain, unlike
mainland Europe which has some rather
exotic beasts with vividly coloured wings.
Yes, grasshoppers @n fly, and if you look
closely at a passing grasshopper,
especially toward the end of the summer,
you will notice that its wing cases are
quite easily identified. Grasshoppers are
closely related to locusts which are
renowned for invasion as a flying horde.

Insects are a strange bunch of creatures altogether, and their anatomy can
be even stranger. A lot of body parts are not where you would expect them
to be. Bees and all other insects, come to that, breathe through spiracles on
the sides of their abdomens, which take oxygen directly to the parts of the
body needing it. Grasshoppers have a rudimentary pair of ears that locate
basic sounds and these 6ears6 are on t|
crickets, however, have basic ears too, but they are on the front pair of legs.

O0My beebs got no nose! 6. 0Then how doe
road, because insects smell, feel and taste with their antennae. The heart

i sndt where you would expect it to be
insects donét have chest s, but it is biz

top of the abdomen. What about eyes? Most insects have a pair of compound

eyes placed firmly on the sides of their heads, but wait a minute, because

bees also have three simple eyes (ocelli) in a neat formation on their
foreheads. If you think all of that is strange, we have beetles in the UK called
bombardier beetles, and the clue to their activities is in the name. When
threatened, these beetles project a boiling hot cocktal 6 bombé of n c
chemicals, to deter predators, or humans. And you thought some people were

weird.

Stewart Gould - somertonbees@btinternet.com
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VILLAGE LUNCH

The Village Lunchis held on the last Tuesday of the month
in the Jubilee Hall at 12.30pm.

Menu fae" September
Steak & Kidney Pie
Fish Pie
Mushroom Croustade

~————

Tea or Coffee.

£4.00per persor.

If you would like to come let either Jessica Leach (860205) or Vee Lees
(860542) know by the previous Wednesday, (23 ).
There will be a raffle as usual - any prizes will be welcome.

19



_!f;:* DITCHEAT BOOK GROUP
Thornton Wilderé §he Bridge of San Luis Rey
=i Review by Clare West
An ancient Inca rope bridge breaks over a deep gorge in Peru, throwing five
people unexpectedly to their deaths. It appears to be yet another
meaningless human disaster. But one observer, a Franciscan monk of simple
faith, named Brother Juniper, thinks there must be some reason for the
tragedy. He sets out to discover all he can about the travellers, hoping to
prove that Godds purpose has been serve

When this novella came out, in 1927, it received almost universal acclaim
and Wilder was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for it in 1928. It is a small gem o f a
book, with wonderfully dense and evocative prose, stunningly accurate
observations and believably eccentric characters. There are multiple themesi
loneliness, obsession, neglect, jealousy and deathi but the main theme is
love, in many different forms . The characters are revealed to us in minute
detail, with all their innermost thoughts and feelings, as they wrestle violently
with their passions and the intransigence of human life. There is an element
of nobility and self-sacrifice in all of them. They really touch our hearts 7 we
desperately want them to be happy but, as the story progresses, we realise
they never will be.

In a way, it is a philosophical novel. Why do people die in sudden, tragic

incidents? Are these purely accidents, or is there some great cosmic plan for

all of us? Do people lose their lives as a punishment because they have

sinned, or because they have achieved purity and, being in a state of grace,

are ready to enter heaven? Or are we simply like flies being swatted by the

gods? Pmr Brother Juniper works tirelessly to establish the truth but has to

admit failure in the end. And the author implies that there is a mysterious

ambiguity about these matters, since even he, who has written the book,

O60may have missed tmhe heersypyrsmmgi g wit hi

I candt think of another book that gi ve
with all its heartache and suffering, in so few pages. There are no literary

tricks or flashy techniques here, just a beautifully constructed story and

gorgeous, gorgeous writing . ltds hard to put it down
and leave the world of Pepita and the Marquesa, Uncle Pio and Jaime,

Esteban and Captain Alvarado, and Camila Perichole and the Viceroy. For me

they live on, still struggling to make sense of their lives with great dignity and
courage. Captain Alvarado and Esteban are both wretchedly miserable, but

the captain, having saved Esteban from committing suicide, bravely tells the

y o ung WaeapushondEsteban, as bestwe can. It isn't for long, you

know. Time keeps going by. Youllbesur pri sed at the way t
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Holistic Therapist &

| 1 b1
{;1 W
Mary Rynn .T.E.C. LLH.H.T.

Fully Qualified & Insured
Mobile Therapist

Advanced Reflexology
Swedish Massage
Indian Head Massage

Pregnancy Massage

Tel: 01749 860774
Mobile: 07881 484086
Email. mrynn@hotmail.com

Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning
Home, Office, Business,
Carpet and Upholstery Care
Free Quotations  Competitive Rates
Fully Insured - NCCA Trained

Allen Romrig

Summer Cottage
Lewis Drove
Parnborough
Wells BA5 1PT

07881 940197
ermail allenremregEgoogiemad com

Purely Probate

SOLICITORS

Wills * Trusts « Probate
Powers of Attorney

Free Initial Consultation
Home Visits

Judith Derbyshire

your local solicitor

jd@purelyprobate.co.uk
01458 850 146

www.purelyprobate.co.uk

| @*w\l yons

POP UP Shop

Every Saturday and Sunday from 104pm

From Saturday'8November until Sunday 21
December

At
D.R. Carpets
Showroom 1, Evercreech Junction

BA4 6NA

(just on the A371 near The Natterjack Pub)

Plenty of Free Parking

Or emall
nicky@roseandlyons.co.kr more information
or for a private shopping appointment in Ditchd

anytime.

www.roseandlyons.co.uk
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Yenstone Walling and Paving

Free quotations

Professional and friendly service

Certified Dry Stone Waller

DSWA member

CIS / CSCS registered

Dry Stone Walling and Paving

All types of stone walling

Small and large jobs undertaken

Landscaping / groundworks and
site clearance undertaken

01963 371123
07791588141
patrickhouchen@btinternet.com

www.yenstonewalling.co.uk
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Gardening Page

We are heading into September, when the days are noticeably shorter but the
temperature can be anything from cool t
the latter. Itis the time to think about planting spring bulbs, collecting seeds

from the perennials in the garden and harvesting all those wonderful

vegetables.

The summer months have been spent monitoring the new borders. Parts
have worked really well and others need tweaking. The aim is for year-round
interest, which will hopefully be achieved with colour, as well as texture and
scent. Some of the perennials have performed superbly and actually need
thinning and moving. The most spectacular have been: -

Gaura |lindhei meriiesébWhi rl i ng Butterf]l
Mal va moschata O6Al babo

Cosmos O6Purityd (an annual)

Salvia nemorosa O6Caradonnao

Sesleria caerulea

Another brilliant performer in early sy
very delicate creamy/lime coloured flowers. If you have difficulty findi ng
these locally, just let me know as | have suppliers who grow them all.

September is a good month to collect seeds and sow ready for next spring.
Not only is it immensely satisfying to grow your own, it is even better to know
it has only cost your time, a pot and some compost. Plants can also be lifted
in September and divided to increase stock or give away to friends and
family.

The sweet peas, after a very slow start, have been providing the most
amazing colour and scent for weeks. Seeds can besown now for an early
crop next spring.

Have a good tidy up in the borders. Continue to dead head plants such as
Dahlia, Delphinium, Roses and Penstemon to encourage new blooms. Other
perennials can be cut back or, if they have interesting seed heads, left right
into the autumn/winter.

| hate to say it but we could have some early frosts. Just be mindful of the

more tender species and either cover up with fleece or store away for the
winter.
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This is probably the best month for planting out new borders as the soil is still
warm from the summer sun. The nurseries have been busy growing and
stocks are usually pretty good.

Climbing roses should be pruned once they have finished flowering. Cut the
side shoots from the main branches back to a couple of buds.

Leaves could well begin to fall from the trees and shrubs towards the end of

t he mont h. Clear up any that | ook di se
in the compost or leave them lying around as this could encourage the

disease to spread.

Continue to harvest vegetables. This seems to have been a good year for

most crops, although | wouldnét rave al
rest has fed me for most of the summer and just for once the successional

|l ettuce seems t o thhinkldavevbmught end for moriths.d o n 6
The rather prolific Swiss Chard has been used in almost everything and as a

great substitute for spinach which often goes to seed. The small potato crop

has worked its magic in breaking down the soil. Hopefully, thi s will make the

whole space far more manageable next year.

The bulb order has already gone in, but | can always add to it if anyone is
interested. Just give me a call (01749 860850). Example prices (excluding
VAT @20%)

Allium hollandiicomdé 6PA3 pSs@ Semshod
Anemone blanda £7.50 for 100

Fritillaria melagris £2.00 for 10 (Snakes head Fritillary)

Galanthus nivalis £13.50 for 100 (snowdrop)

Narcissus O6Thaliaé A24.00 for 100 (smal
Tulipa6 Queen of Nightoé) A20.50 for 100 (bl
Tulipa 6White Triumphatoré A30.00 for 1

This list is by no means exhaustive as the catalogue | have has 70+ pages. If
there is anything you are looking for, let me know and | can give you a quote.

Happy gardening.

24



WASTE NOT, WANT NOT

If you have anything you are thinking of throwing out, that
someone else may get use out of, then advertise it on this
page. No money changes hands. If after a while no one has 1§ /
been in contact, then you throw it out. A2 7 |

An elliptical cross trainer. Make and model "Eclipse II". Size: h -150cms, I-
150cms, b-52cms.
Also childrend s p | ay e Tppmgiahtenmponents for a Sherwood swing
frame. Wooden poles needed. Instructions and where to get replacement
parts available.

Contact: Bridget on 860240

Brown leather footstool/ storage bin. Sitting on 4 castors, 39cm (15in) tall.
55cm (21in) long by 40cm (16in) wide. Hinged lid. Good condition.
Contact: Jon Dickens 01458 850241

Charity Theatre Trips

Support The British Red Cross by enjoying a coach ride and a spectacular
show at the Bristol Hippodrome. We pick up in Curry Rivel, Langport and
Somerton, then Keinton Mandeville and Shepton Mallet, or Street,
Glastonbury and Wells, depending on bookings.

New reservations are for the ballet Swan Lake matinee on Thursday 7\"
January, JL|1 oy d We b b eTrelbMe omauSsinday a btarring Jodie
Prenger on Sunday (of course) 15" May, and The Rocky Horror Show on
Wednesday 20" July. Although a long way ahead it is best to reserve now
as we often fill our coach well in advance. Fee free cancellation is OK up to
my payment date, usually 8 weeks before the show date.

Full details of all our trips can be found at www.theatretrips.webeden.co.uk
or phone Chris on 01458 273085 to request a postal listing.
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Ditcheat Parish Plan

The Seasonal Changes Diary

You will have seen from Stewar dfaGadanCdidles ar t
in Alhampton. It is a spectacular bird and very rare in this country. On a more normal

level we have had three months without a robin in our garden. There were at least

three in April time, contesting for the privilege of using our abod e as their territory,

and since then nothing. Then, yesterday, two appeared. Robin populations do vary

alarmingly and are subject to disease as well as having a tough life fighting each

ot her . I remember being asked aheqwragelifea on i n
span of a robin?6; (answer at the foot of t
whitethroat family along Alhampton Road, and a pied wagtail family along Wraxall

Road in the village, along with other teenagers, particularly sparrows a nd some

starlings.

The roadside verges are now being clogged with the larger growing vegetation making
identification of what is there somewhat difficult. So, apart from nettles, thistles,
Himalayan Balsam in various parts, remains of Meadow Sweet and the various
grasses, only the keen-eyed will see any gems. | have been told by a couple of folk in
the know that it is better to attempt a roadside verge plant survey in springtime when
there is not quite so much competition for the available space! So that i s what | shall
do.

| have had a report that the churchyard is yielding plenty of species of flora and
fauna, including slow worms. What is the group term for slow worms, perhaps a

slithering ofé..? The Witsend hedggséwetg i s s
be believed.

Fungi are beginning to show themselves and an unidentified boletus with a red cap

was seen in the fields behind Longmands Lea
field mushrooms but they are located within a copse of trees and shr ubs. These may

be an import brought in via compost.

Fruits and berries are beginning to show their potential and it looks as if it is another

good year for domestic fruit. Blackberry and sloes beginning to appear suggest the

same. We have discoveredthata tree in a neighbouros prope
Witsend garden, is not a cherry as we first thought but a plum and is beginning to

show abundant fruit. It blossomed very early this year and the noise from the number

of bees on it, as they had little el se available at the time, was deafening. Needless to

say we have negotiated a jar of honey from Stewart as a result!! (If you believe

thatél ).

Please let me know your findings and | can add them to the diary.
My telephone number is 01749 860444 or email: annejan@robson2.plus.com

P.S. The answer to the quiz question about
year 0.
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DITCHEAT BIG SCREEN

in association with Moviola

Far from the
Madding Crowd

(124)

Hardy's Wessex romance directed by Thomas
Vinterberg, with Carey Mulligan excellent as Bathsheba,
Michael Sheen as landowner William Boldwood, Matthias
Schoenaerts as Gabriel Oak and Tom Sturridge as Sgt. Troy.
Ravishing photography of real Dorset landscapes

Thursday |7 September

Ditcheat Jubilee Hall
7.30 pm (Doors open 7.00 pm)

Tickets £5 available from: Maryland Farm Shop, Ditcheat;
Bailey Hill Bookshop, Castle Cary;
Bruton Wholefoods; The Bell Inn, Evercreech
call 01749 860444 or on the door

Bar and light refreshments ==

i Cotchwar g v
l Hearing loop speiecad T P
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The Rendezvous

Tuesday8™" September

Ditcheat Jubilee Hall
Coffee, cakes, bread, pies, handicrafts

Ditcheat Folk Dance Club

Folk Dancing

in theJubilee Hall

Caller PeterBolton
with Rough Rouhe Edges
Friday 11 September

7-30—9-30

Deirdreor749 860594
Amaor749 672911
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PHILIP SAUNDERS
PRIVATE HIRE DRIVER

Based in Ditcheat
Airports and Long Distance Trips
Special Nights Out
Travel in Comfort Reliable Prompt
Very Competitive Rates
Tel: 07855 588128 or 07774 234858

Mike Doyle
Home Maintenance

warm we,come All typesdoftpLope_rty Imori@intenance
' » undertaken including:
Heating Services

Painting and Decorating
Kitchen and Bathroom

«Servicing and Repair Tiling _
«Boilers, AGA’s and Rayburns ’ \If\g;/?r?é Laminate Floor
+Gas, Oil and LPG Wooden Decking
- Fencing
(01 963) 440 341 - Patio Laying

B —— . Insurance Quotes/Work
service@wwheating.co.uk

Undertaken
01749 86035607876421255
o e-mail:mad-doyle@hotmail.co.uk

ThomasKenrick
= e
-:_::;:: Re- pointing

RePointing Specialist. Building Conservation. Stone Masonry|
Alhampton 860929 Mob 07746218062

www.Repointing Somerset.co.uk
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Sunday 6th
9.30 a.m.

Tuesday &'

Sunday 13"
11.00am

Sunday 20th
8.00am
11.00am
Sunday 27th
9.30am

6.30pm

Sunday 4"
9.30am

11.00am

SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER

14" Sunday after Trinity
Parish Communion at Ditcheat - Revd. Canon Graham Hendy

United BeneficeMidweek Communion at Ditcheat i
Revd. Canon Graham Hendy

15" Sunday after Trinity
Harvest Thanksgiving with Parish Communion at Pyllei
Revd. Stuart Munns

16" Sunday after Trinity
Book of Common Prayer at Ditcheati

Revd. Canon Graham Hendy
Parish Communion at East Pennard

Revd. Canon Graham Hendy

17" Sunday after Trinity

Harvest Thanksgivingwith Parish Communion at Alhampton i
Revd. Canon Graham Hendy

Evensong at Pylléd Mrs Jean Halford

SERVICE FOR OCTOBER

18" Sunday after Trinity

Parish Communion at Ditcheati Revd. Canon Graham Hendy
and Mrs Jean Halford

Harvest Thanksgiving with Communion at East Pennardi
Revd. Canon Graham Hendy

CHURCH REGISTERS

HOLY MATRIMONY

We congratulate those recently married and pray that God will richly bless their lives

together

1% August

Ellie Wilson and Dan Wadsworth in St Mary Magdalene, Ditcheat
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Holidays

It is the holiday season and many are disappearing to far off lands and
returning with tales to tell. It used to be an occasion to share (bore?) our
friends with hundreds of slides but now, | suppose, many send images
instead of postcards straight from their smart phones.

We are just leaving for a spell in Dorset, that delightful neighbour so easily
reached for a short break. We have alr
and have anot her short encounter with

Of course O6hotHaysdaysbtanewdhb!l jnul tiple
just celebrated the Feast of the Transfiguration, which happens to be the day

on which the Americans obliterated Hiroshima! People in the past celebrated
holidays or holy days with feasting and recreation in and around their own
community, while others went off on pilgrimages to holy sites. Either way we

can al |l be blessed by a change, even i
British summer!

Then back we come to the season of Harvest Festivals, the Last Night of the
Proms, and the final regatta. Soon late summer gives way to autumn, and the
time for remembering, until the dark days lead us into the holy days of
Christmas. As the years add up they seem to pass at ever increasing speed?
Enjoy while you can! And, for those with later holidays, enjoy those as well.

Graham Hendy

Shirley rerainded thern they were going out
there fo prafie the Lowd, not te Kick ass
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*:}“ Hayley Spencer MAAT

Accounts Bookkeeping
Payroll Tax/Salssessment
VAT Management Accounts

www.hs-accounts.co.uk
e-mail: info@hsaccounts.co.uk
Tel: 01749 860857

The Salvation Army
Commerclal Road, Shepton Mallet

Care and Share Cenlre now open sading nearty-new
dothes al affordaible prices. Also Brc-a-Bras, Books,
iz Ao, donations of the above gratefully eoeived.

Tebephone Gue Barnataple, (1745 347030,
Will collect if required
Sundays

10.30 am, Kids Alive and Worship
2.30 pm Worship only

BARTLETT, GOODING
& WEELE N

Old Bank House,
High Street,
Castle Cary

Tel. (01963) 350888

All kinds of legal advice
and assistancavailable
both efficiently and
economically.

JeremyDodd
GardeningServices

Public Liability Insurance
Chainsaw Certificated
Garden Maintenance

Tree Care
HedgeCutting
Patios jetwashed
01749860693
Established2000

A WEDDIMG AND EVEMNTS VEMNUE
1
BED AND BREAKFAST

A lovely Georgion hause in
iecfuded gordeny

Tal Q1747 880 164

Perrard Haus
e Pannard
" Thepton Falks

Somerer BAd 4T
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The Glastonbury Festival Fun Ride
3 miles and 10-12 miles
Sunday 27" September 2015 for horse riders
and cyclists
in aid of the Mendip Bridleways and Byways
Association

Mendip Bridleways and Byways Association has been
granted unprecedented access to the 16 miles of tracks and
farmland on the Glastonbury Festival site, courtesy of Mr.
Michael Eavis and local landowners.

This will be a unique opportunity for horse riders and
cyclists to ride through the famous Festival ground passing
the site of the pyramid stage, the healing ground, Dragon
field and standing stones before riding up the steep
escarpment to the summit of Stickleball Hill. There will be
cross country as well as coloured jumps in varying heights
en route, as well as a photographer and refreshments
available on the Festival site.

Money raised by the event will go towards the cost of
improving the condition of bridle paths throughout Mendip.

Entry forms can be downloaded from mbba website
www.mbba.org.uk or telephone Mrs. V. Jones on
01749 831 276.
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WINCANTON CHORAL SOCIETY

The Wincanton Choral Society is a large (100+), high-quality, amateur,

community choir led by a professional musical director, Simon Twistelton.
Membership is open to all who enjoy choral singing (there are no auditions).

The Choir rehearses in King Arthud s School, Wincanton (B
week for two hours on a Monday evening and performs in the Sports Hall of

the adjacent Wincanton Leisure Centre (BA9 9SP). There is ample parking

space available.

The Society presents two concerts each yeari one just before Christmas and
the second in May. The Societybs seasort
is provided free of charge from the Library.

The WCS Christmas concert- a Feast of Festive Music including seasonal
music and Carols- will take place on Sunday 13th December 2015.
Rehearsals start on Monday 7' Se pt ember at 7. 15pm, in }

If you would like to join Wincanton Choral Society, or learn more about the

choir, please telephone the Membership Secretary, Trina Cole, or the
Chairman, John Cole, on 01963 351916.
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Basic Bathroom...

A very fussy and proper lady began planning a week's camping holiday

for her and her Baptist Church group. She wrote to a campground for
reservations. She wanted to make sure that the campground was fully
equipped and modern, but somehow couldn't quite bring herself to

write the word oO6toiletd inextemely | et t e
odf ashi oned term 6dbathroom commodedd.

Once written down it didn't look right and she still was not comfortable
with it. Finally she decided on the
your campground have a fully modern B.C.?

When the campground owner received the letter, he couldn't figure out
what she meant by B.C. He showed it to several of the campers, one
of whom suggested the lady was obviously referring to a Baptist
Church since there was letterhead on the paper which referred to a
Baptist Church. So he sent this reply:

Dear Madam: The B.C. is located nine miles from the campground in
a beautiful grove of trees. | admit it is quite a distance if you are in the
habit of going regularly. No doubt you will be pleased to know that it
will seat 350 people at one time, and it is open on Tuesday, Thursday,
and Sunday of each week.

Some folks like to take their lunch and make a day of it. It may

interest you to know that my daughter met her husband there. We are
also having a fund-raiser to purchase new seats, as the old ones have
holes in them. Perhaps | could accompany you the first time y ou go, sit
with you, and introduce you to all the other folks who will be there. 1
look forward to your visit. We offer you a very friendly campground.

While visiting a theological college one autumn, a lady visitor noticed
several students on their hands and knees assessing the courtyard with
pencils and clipboards in hand. Intrigued, she asked the guide what
they were doing.

AEach year," he replied with a grin,
students how many bricks it took to finish pavin g this courtyard."

When they were out of earshot of the new students, the curious lady

asked the guide to tell her the answer. He replied simply: "One."
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Fun and Fundraising.

On Sunday, 6™ September, The Counsel |l orsdé Collectiyv
afternoon, at the Castle Cary Rugby Cluh to include a traditional afternoon

tea, games, quiz and a fantastic raffle.

We are fundraising for Health Works, the community arm of the Collective,

which is making affordable counselling available to people of all ages in the

community.

The afternoon starts at 3.30, with the quiz beginning at 5.30. There is also a

bar, which will be open until 7.30.

Tickets, which are £10 for adults and £2 for children u nder 12 years, are
available at SantqQ in Wells, Bail ey Hil
Charlotte Clementstel:07887428649. This price includes all refreshments,

quiz and games.

For any further information please visit the News and Events page at
www.counsellorscollective.co.uk

Absolutely all proceeds from this Fun Afternoon will go towards Health Works.
12 GP surgeries in Somerset share a passion to collaboate with each other
and all health and social care providers to deliver the best and most
appropriate health and wellbeing services to the 100,000 people they serve.
Heading up this Collaborative is Dr. Campbell Murdoch of Wells Health Centre.
His energy, vision and enthusiasm has met and matched that of Alison

Leyland, Designated Member of The Coun:
Dr. Murdoch will be there, as will Alison, and many members of the
Counsellorsé Collective. Oerfe gftermoonu-1 d | i

and hear any questions that you have.

01823 276 892

Fecling volated
IMstressed or et ? We listen, support WWW ..Ininl;"il‘ll.‘,lll'f_f_
Calivie s & ring. and provide information

MiInAline " “emees sbost bow youtect.
Falk to us in total conlidence.
Somerset
01823 276 892

Spm-11pm
%\’f\u\& Tue, Wed, Fri, Sat & Sun
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Spectra Musica

The Chamber group, Spectra Musica begins its new season on 15"
September. It promises to be an exciting time as it has been invited to sing
at The American Museum, in Bath, on Saturday 5" December as part of the
Museumbés Christmas festivities. I n
Singing Day in February, followed by a concert at the beginning of April , and
another at the beginning of July 7 more details nearer the time.

The Group, which rehearses in Wincanton under the musical direction of Peter
Leech, aims to set a high standard of performance of music of all genres and
provide a stimulating and friendly env ironment for experienced singers.

If you are a bass or tenor and are interested in auditioning for this
enthusiastic group in September please contact Elizabeth Carter on 01747
841431, or email her at lizcarter.pen@btinternet.com.

For further information, visit www.spectramusic.co.uk or www.peterleech.com

World War 1 Battlefields Tour

A coach tour from Barton St David is planned for the week beginning 6" June
2016.

We wish to pay our respects at the final resting places of two of those
commemorated on our war memorial, and make personal visits to the
memorials or war graves of family members, wherever possible.

The tour is planned to include the Last Post ceremony at the Menin Gate, the
Somme and Ypres battlefields, the Thiepval Memorial, Polygon Wood,
Solesmes and the Flanders Field Museum.

It will be led by John Little, a local historian with a special interest in WW1.
The cost of transport and B&B accommodation will be approximately £260.
The tour will only go ahead if there is sufficient interest. If you would like to
join us please contact me as soon as possible, as we wish to book transport

and accommodation during September or October.

Barbara King  bsdvh.sec@gmail.com 01458 850897
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HAPPY LANDINGS
ANIMAL EiHLi_E_fH

DAY

Euhiis I e Erusc bl Lbarpembop meila

SUNDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 11am- 4pm
llﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ?lﬂ% +ilns-ﬂﬂe-sﬂ= R CANINE

COMPANIENS |

| 4 !-I]-F'IIHI:TS Dlog Scurry
uﬁwm LASSES i et

dnihﬂﬁllimﬂ ,i] ' '?@ﬁllg :
[ : [ VE-G-g0

sessinns
sk |
e

ling Sharw eniries on the day, Plense check el o happy londings seg.uk for schedule
HAEPY LALAEGS AL SHELEER 01747 BAS350 T ChMETY ) 38114
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FIONNA ROBERTS
BAHons RSHom P(
CLASSICAL HOMOEOPATH

Clinics in East Pennard & Wells

01749 890636
fionna@fionnaroberts.co.uk
http://www.fionnaroberts.co.uk/

SHEPTON MALLET FENCING

Engineers & Estates Services

Tel/Fax:
Q1749 342005

Mobiles:
0788 558 8234
07980 923777

Dremalition

Ground Waorks

Urecherrgrosnd
D Tirwe

All Terrain
I Favims it

Bolstone,
Cannamds Graseo,
Shepton sallet,
Somersat BaAd 4]

MARK WHITE

Furniture & Cabinet

Furniture & cabinet making
Kitchens & kitchen fitting
Bespokgoinery

01458 834151 07890235660

www.markwhitefurniturecabinetmaker

Maker

CRAFT MEMBER

R WD O (L ik

.com

8 Seater

Male or female driver
Contracts

Child Booster Cushion (x2)
8 & 4 seater vehicles availablé
£10 million public liability
IAM Certificate Holder

Phone: 01749 346906

4 Seater

Doctors

Daily Hire

Airports
Seaports
Railway Stations
Regular customer
discounts

Mobile: 07703068878

www.chinnocktaxis.co.uk
Glastonbury Driveri Mark - 07585686327
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ARMISHAWS

REMOVALS & STORAGE

“Ohast us to take it pensonally”
ﬁlﬁ k! ii'“"m“
”

You can be sure of Armishaws:

» UK = local and long distance [ :
o ! fke

* Full European service —
France, Spain and
Portugal

* Full- and part-loads
* Full Packing service
* Containerised storage
* Friendly, personal service

 Local business, family owned and
- run since 1973

For a survey and FREE same day quote
please call your local number now on:;

s, % 01963 34065
2920290

T . P .

. A

|||||||| miAvaians

Visit our website at; www.armishaws.com
= i or email us at: enquiries@armishaws.com

‘* !
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Ediitor: The Rev Dr Gary Bowness continues his tonguein-c hee k | et ters from oUn

On church management consultants
The Rectory, St. James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren

Il 6m sure your churchés team of manageme
visit here was not wholly helpful. It is all very well when they are co -

ordinating office staff, secretaries, clergy teams and legions of volunteers, but

here, there is me, Miss Margison and a golden retriever.

Our simpler pattern works perfectly well: if it happens in church, | do it; if it
involves drawing up rotas, stoking the boiler, visiting the sick or clearing the
car park of snow or the churchyard of leaves, Miss Margison does it. If
something small and furry or flapping and feathery has strayed into the
church, the golden retriever does it i by carrying it back outside.

Inevitably, there are legions of people around the parish who are always
Afglad to | endcdda ohamMaviifngneead d t hat, th
and actually do nothing i but complain about those of us who do do things.

Rotas are irrelevant, as whatever is written down never bears the slightest
resemblance to reality anyway. As soon as someone finds that they are
booked on a certain date to read a lesson, make coffee, or mow the
churchyard, they immediately book a holiday for that week.

If we are lucky, they may find a replacement - apart from one occasion.

Major Hastings was unable to read the lessons on a certain day, so he booked
another, then forgot and booked a second person. Cometh the day, they both
went to the lectern and neither would give way, so we had the lessons read

by two people. It would not have been too bad if they read at the sam e pace,
but they got ever more out of phase as the reading progressed, one having
returned to his pew while the other was still doggedly finishing the last few
verses.

I di d, however, greatly appreciate your
now on, on Sunday mornings, the lessons will be read while the hymns are

sung, the collection taken while the anthem is given and the sermon

preached while the notices are delivered. In future, we should get through

Mattins in twelve and a half minutes.

Your loving uncle,

Eustace
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ERBHINION

Christian care for families

Mary Sumner, founder of the Mothers' Union in 1876, had her Day especially
remembered during Intercessions at a combined Benefice Service on g
August at the church of St. Dunstan in Baltonsborough. She lived to see it
become a worldwide organisation with millions of members .

St. Dunstan's and District have their next meeting on Thursday 10"
September at 2.30pm. in Baltonsborough Church Room. Mr. David Charles,
the guest speaker, will give an illustrated talk entitled, 'Pl ants, Bees and
Honey in the Holy Bible and the Bible Lands'.

New members and friends especially welcome JD.

Somerset Art Weeks Festival

Preparation for our flagship event is underway,
Somerset Art Weeks Festival 2015 (3 -18 October) seeks to impress
and inspire visitors with a forward looking theme ‘Momentum'.

We are delighted to announce this year's Somerset Art Weeks Festival
programme. The event showcases more than 350 artists and features
contemporary art installations, exhibitions and events in more than 100
locations in Somerset, including village halls, shop windows, public gardens,
barns, schools and community venues.

Participating artists and venues have been encouraged to create work in
responsetothe 6 Moment umé t heme, which highlig!
community in Somerset. SAW is working with many organisations/venues in

Somerset and further afield.

A programme of new commissions will also be showcased to the public.
Artists include Rebecca Moss, Alice Maddicott, Stewart Easton, Jacky Oliver,
Helen Snell, Gillian Widden and Simon Lee Dicker.

The 80 page colour guide is how available. To request a printed guide,
information can be found at: www. Ssomersetartworks .org.uk .

42


http://www.somersetartworks.org.uk/

East Pennard Royal British Leqgion

As you may remember, we didnét have a I
is little official new business to tell you about. However, | can tell you that

our Treasurer has been very busy getting the annual accounts together to go

to the auditors. The Legion, in its wisdom, has decided to move the

accounting year forward. Quite straight forward you might think, but when

you are in a routine, it does take a bit of adjustment. It is not the only thing

that has changed; all our members who pay cash for their annual

membership have been asked to pay by direct debit or some other more

convenient way depending on personal choice. The Legion made it sound as

t hough they were doing us a favour, but
explanation as to why they have done away with cash payment. | do worry
they wild/l |l ose some membeadtoswittho real ly

We did have an issue with two people who wished to join the branch, and
because | am a bit slow on the uptake, | made them fill in, what | know now,
were out-of-date membership forms. They wished to pay cash to start with
and then transfer to DD which was perfectly acceptable under the old

regime. Back came the forms, saying they were out-of-date, cash was no
longer acceptable, and could they please fill in the new forms. Thank
goodness these good folk have more than their fair share of patience because

the new forms were duly filllevdstdldnheand ¢
ot her day that the Legion st iSbWwhattomdnot
earthisgoingon? | d o n 6 tlddknow that the Legion has contracted

out the me mbership finances to a private firm, so there may be a bit of
catchinguptodo. Let 6s hope that things i mprove
| 6m sure youdve all been fasci Weltthd by

saga hasndét finished yomtheBatWandielsei ved
Diocesan Association and,in particular, the gentleman who looks after the

Great War Casualty and Bellringer list. The gisto f  wh i ¢ hkd welnew, 6 D
that Thomas Ward, who was killed on 10th August 1915, was a bell ringer at
Ditcheat? Coul d we <consi der Apparentyjthergar¢rfote bel |
many bell ringers who were killed in the First World War from this area. He

also supplied some information we were unaware of such as Thomas farmed

633 acres in Corrigin, Western Austrdia, before he joined up. We certainly

di dndt korthat Thonhaa was a bell ringer. So we asked Roger

Yeoman, the tower captain at Ditcheat, if he would organise a ring before our

planned service, which he duly did, and it provided a very fitting | ink in our

service of Remembrance.
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We did hold a short service of Remembrance for Thomas on Monday 10th
August, 100 years to the day on which he died of his wounds so far away in
Egypt. There were not many Legion people there, (well, it was raining after
all), but our numbers were practically doubled by the bell ringers who came
out of the tower and joined our group. Our Chairman read the obituary and
our Treasurer planted a cross next to the one for Albert Higgins. Comrades in

Ar ms é . . T olgvenddr iethey ever met in Ditcheat when they were
kids?
The story still i1isndét finishedé.I| dondt

they? After the service, one of the bell ringers came up to me and said , after
listening to the obituary , that he thinks he might somehow be related to

Thomas because he thought he had a family link to Mrs Bartlett who used to

run the post office. If the man from the Association hadndét t ol d wus

Thomas being a bell ringer, andbealf we |
ringer might never have made the connectionto Thomas. What 6s t he
expressionédsmall worl dé.

Our next service of Remembrance will be for Victor L Y Dane, at East
Pennard, on 22nd November 2015. Mind you, we are uncertain about our
facts on him and cannot link him to Pennard at all. At this time, we are still
very short of any information at all on four other soldiers from East Pennard,
namely, Leonard Burrows, William Foster, William H Marshall and Albert
White. It is quite conceivable that we mig ht have missed the centenary of
their deaths. If anybody out there does ha ve any information about these
names or Victor Dane, we would very much appreciate some help in this
matter. | do emphasise that we are amateurs at this research business and
we desperately want to remember these soldiers in the appropriate way.

Pl ease dondt forget to put the date of
a mind to come along and make up ateam. The date is Sunday, 18th

October, 7pm for a prompt start at 7.30pm at t he Den at Pyl |l e
Coffee Den to you and me). We are looking for 10 teams of four and the

ticket price will include a two -course meal. Looking back through my notes, |
candét find if we agr eledc an Gthesndinuté ambk t h e
becauwseé youdve guessed it , othehuditonsiii nut e
Which is almost back to where we started.

Our next meeting wildl be he,l8tdSeptemb&,h ar | i
starting at 8pm.
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WE’LL RECOMMEND A GARAGE DOOR
SOLUTION THAT SUITS YOU, NOT US

That means we listen to your needs, take on
board yvour wants and, very importantly, take into
account your budget. We can then advise you an
the best way to go; whether that be a top of the
range automated door, a basic up and over or
simply a repair.

So with direct access to the top manufacturers,
a huge stock of spare parts for all makes and our
own teams of experienced engineers, you can be
assurad of the result you want.

Call Debbie or Tracey on 01749 290298 to discuss your
requirements, or visit us at our showroom on Radstock Road,

Midsomer Norton, BA3 24AD.
SDS

Trading Standards Approved Trader
e e WWW.SOSgaragedoors.co.uk

A. TREVENEN PASCOE Turn To Us For HELP
BSc. (Hons) Ost. Med. ND. D SRR
OSTEOPATH ) '

42 High Street
Shepton Mallet
Somerset
BA4 5AS
Tel. (01749) 342594
PPP/AXA and BUPA recognised

In your time of need we'll take care of
afl the funeral arrangements.
Call us 24 hours a day.

ARWConNocK & SON

3 Ray Ackerman Funerar DiRECTORS
' | For all your decorating needs The Croft
' 27 West Shept
FREE QUOTES She;tsun Mﬁaﬂe{’ltn

01749 860697
v 01749 342589

812475186 |l & by

Part of Digrity pic. & Briish Company. s
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DACHING
ALL ARES

o THE MILL- ALHAMPTEN
O771-|28-8875

Toins In & HevE Fuwm
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At Home with Care

. Ourlocal team has been providing award
- winning quality homecare since 1989,

A family run company we offer yau a
one-to-one 24 howr live in care service that
enables you or your loved one to remain

at hame with compassion and dignity by
assisting with: personal care, companionship,
errands and housekeeping.

Saif you are looking for an alternative to
residential care or as a short term
answer whilst recovering from illness or
operation - then we're here to help.

For further information pledse o

call: 0808 180 1016 or \;-:\

o i
; sl
visit: www.helpinghands.co.uk @""c.",e,n"’
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Ditcheat Weather - July 2015

And so it goes oné
Any hopes of a proper summer have, once again, been dashed.

July started with great promise, following on from the glorious end to June.
My temperature gauge registered 30c on the first, an all-time record for my
station, and a new UK July record of 36.7c was registered at Heathrow
airport.
Hot air from the continent always brings a risk of thunder storms and, on the
3" the UK got hit. Accordingto the Met Office there were over 19,000 strikes
recorded in the UK for that night.
Whilst thunder was heard in Ditcheat, the storm mostly passedus by, with
only slight rainfall (3.6mm) recorded.
To the south, Weymouth and the Swanage/Poolearea got hit quite hard. The
A i image shows the strikes recorded over both areas at
about 22:30. The green lines show the detection
points through the UK. The white circles indicate the
pressure wave (thunder) from each strike. The
leftmost track never progressed inland much beyond
Yeovil. A point to note about lightning is that not all
strikes make it to ground (with the associated chance
of damage). Many are dischargesat cloud level and
consequently harmless.
There were a couple of other sporadic instances of thunder and lightning but,
generally speaking, activity was low.

Mean temperatures for July were again down on last year (15.8 compared to
18c) a significant drop! 28 days last year exceeded 20c, this year we
managed just 13. Minimum temperatures were also disappointing, 5 days
below 10c last year, compared to 10 this year, with the month ending on a
chilly 6c¢.

Winds contributed to the overall feeling of cold. | cannot remember a July
with so many chilly evenings, certainly not 'sitting out on the verandah with a

glass of wine type weather.

For some time | have been commenting on the lack of rain so far this year.
July seemsto have bucked this trend with a total of 93.4mm, almost double

last year s figure.

A regular cycle of low pressure systems from the Atlantic brought heavy rain
and gales (particularly in the northern parts of the UK), giving us an early and
unseasonalautumnal feel.
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The 24th was a particularly wet day with 29.2mm of rain falling.

The heaviest rainfall was recorded on the 5th July when it rained at the rate
of 157.8mm/hr, thankfully this downpour was short-lived.

We still ended up with a large puddle outside where the drain gets frequently
blocked.

The sun was also missing for a lot of the time, grey days seemed endless.
This is supported by the data from our Solar PV panels. At this time of the
year we should be generating in excessof 20Kwh of electricity on a good
sunny day. By comparison there were 11 days less than half that figure and,
of those, 4 were less than 5Kwh.

Overall we only generated 96% of the projected figures for July, which
actually is much better than | thought we would achieve.

Last year we managed 124% of target, 110Kwh more than this year.

Data from my weather station is published in realtime and continuously to the
internet and can be viewed at the following address.

www.geoffwebber.co.uk/weather

Realtime Lightning maps can be viewed at this address, obviously most of the
time the map will show no activity. While you are waiting for a local

thunderstorm, it s sometimes interesting to see what is going on in other
parts of the world.

www.lightningmaps.org/realtime

Geoff Webber

Ditcheat Parish Council

Contact details T email: ditcheatparishcouncil@mbzonline.net or via
the Parish Council website at www.ditcheatparishcouncil.org.uk or
01749 860443.

FOR INFORMATION: The agenda for all meetings is displayed on the PC
website www.ditcheatparishcouncil.org.uk and each of the notice boards in
the parish i.e. Alhampton, Ditcheat and Sutton at least 3 working days prior
to the meeting. A link to Ditcheat PC is available on ou website,
www.fossetrinitynews.co.uk
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The Wildlife Group Update ’ >

Holidays & House Martins in Lyme

What a difference a day makes. In two respects.

Firstly, our family visit to Lyme Regis was a very refreshing break, far in excess of
its duration of two days. However, on our promenade along the sea front, we
noticed the absence of the house martins that always nested under the eaves of
one of the pretty houses.

Secondly, it would have taken less than a day to knock down their homes. The
reason was to decorate the house.

The cautionary tale | have is that my parents did the same thing, saying that the
house martins would rebuild. They didn't, or at least it took them about 25 years
to come back to our house. We now have a thriving colony which we try to
nurture.

If you are lucky enough to host a house martin colony then do your decorating
out of nesting season  and paint around the nests. The nests will be a good
weather protector for the surface you wa nted to decorate. Consider the impact of
newly painted walls on the house matrtins. It may make the walls too slippery for
the mud to stick to, so to allow them to increase the size of their colony, try
affixing a batten of wood where the base of a new nest would go.

If the guano they produce is offensive to you, don't forget the poo catcher ideas
that | have mentioned in previous articles and, if you collect it, it is great feed for
the garden, don't waste it! ; : .

Scythes and Poldark

| was interested to read a letter to
The Times this July. It was taking up
a theme from a previous letter "|
thrash the long grass but do | look
like Poldark?" Should the writer of
this quote need reassurance, | was
chatting to some professional lady
gardeners the other day who were - e e
very dismissive of Aidan Turner's Photo b)/ Sam Powell. Patiently .
technique! stalked in a Ditcheat Orchard. What is
The correspondent the bird?Answers to Bridget.

that he had been mowing the long grass with a scythe for 30 years and considers
it to be kinder to the little creatures and gentler to his hearing, (and he gets great
exercise, hence his wellbeing), than a motorised tool.

Returning to my meeting up with my professional friends, they were singing the
praises of taking a course which teaches, not only how to scythe properly and
safely, but how to maintain the scythe.

A tip for the ladies is to use the slightly easier to handl e ditching scythe blade,
rather than the longer grass blade and, for most people, the lighter Austrian
scythe is recommended over the English traditional scythe. The Scythe
Association has useful advice and information on courses running near you.

A
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What we did last month:

Bat walk

We started out in East Pennard Church (thank you to the ever patient Gregorys
for opening up for us) and thank you to Fiona Elphick for helping us identify the
bats. A keen group of 20 of us enjoyed the owl serenade at th e beginning and the
five species of bat that we saw or heard through the bat detectors.

Surveys of East Pennard and Ditcheat Churchyards
We confirmed that East Pennard has a very well balanced flora. In Ditcheat
Churchyard there has been a good establishrment of our introductions and we
noted a new floral species on our survey sheet, Fleabane.
Photo quiz: answers next month.
Email answers to
thewildlifegroup@btinternet.com
by 8.9.15

Tips:
1 Have you ever wanted a
garden without slugs? The No Slug
Garden is in sight! | visited a garden
the other day that had no slug
Photo by Hillary. What's the plant? Answers  problems at all and was on a heavy soil
to Bridaet. details below like us. But they have a badger proof
fence so the hedgehogs thrive, there are slow worms (composts and places to
breed up) and plenty of frogs in their pond (no goldfish), this all adds up to a no
slug problem!

M It'stime to cut down your wildflower areas , with a scythe?!
Meeting up:
Winter Bird Walk with Starlings* Late November

September Work Party  for wildflower management Ditcheat Churchyard (why
not join our work party group if you want to learn more about wildflower areas?).
* Watch out for notices on the parish notice boards for details

Contact information:
Bridget Wadey : email: thewildlifegroup@btinternet.com or phone: 01749
860240
You can follow our activities by:
9 joining our emailing list ; contact Bridget above by phone or email
9 through the FTN news (www.fossetrinitynews.co.uk), there is usually a
monthly update on the Wildlife group
1 or www.ditcheatchurch.co.uk , this site publishes our meetings and
activities as they happen. 7he Wildlife Group has its own tag
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